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WE HAVE PUT DETAILS OF GROUPS AND THEIR LEADERS AND STOP PRESS ITEMS 

ON A SEPARATE SHEET FOR YOU TO KEEP CLOSE AT HAND. WE HOPE THIS WILL BE 

USEFUL TO YOU. 

Horsley 
www.horsleyu3a.org.uk  

 
 

Autumn Greetings from 
Peter Tallon (Chairman) 

 01483 283163  chairman.u3a@easthorsley.net  

I trust you have all enjoyed your summer. It was in April and May this year, but it might come later 

next year? But sticking to the calendar, some of our Groups took a bit of a break in July and August 

while others have soldiered on outside regardless of the weather; Cycling, Walking and Bowls to 

mention three, not forgetting Improving Fitness where I am told that our 95 year old Member 

Eleanore Barnard óshows the wayô! A highlight for Eleanore (above) and all present was the 

impromptu rendition of Happy Birthday by a local girlsô choir exercising on the playing grounds by 

the East Horsley Village Hall where she was being given a party by her Fitness friends. 

It was the many who kindly responded to our óNot in a Groupô circular that prompted some new 

thinking. We are working on a number of ideas for new groups and have sent out a communication 

by e-mail and conventional post regarding Computing for Beginners and would like to find a leader 

to re-launch Digital Photography. You will find more details inside of our latest thinking. The new 

Films group is well under way, Concert Outings is being discussed, as is a broad based Science and 

Technology group, and a Boating and Sailing group. All sound interesting to me.  Keep sending us 

your Group ideas, but as ever, it is only when Members put themselves forward as contacts or 

leaders that a new Group evolves. The enclosed updated Activity Groups and Contacts List is your 

best starting point if you want to get involved in something new. 

Our Monthly Meetings at the East Horsley Village Hall restart on 28 September and thereafter on 

the fourth Wednesday of each month, excepting December, July and August. Join us for a coffee 

and biscuit, a chat with old and new friends and a chance to ask questions about Groups. 

Remember that our November Monthly Meeting is followed by seasonal refreshments provided 

by Ann Masset and her wonderful helpers!

mailto:chairman.u3a@easthorsley.net


ACTIVITY GROUPSô NEWS 

 

Published by the Horsley U3A Committee 01372 454161   secretary.u3a@easthorsley.net   University of the Third Age is a self-help movement 
for people no longer in full time employment, providing educational, creative and leisure opportunities for members. Local U3As are charities in 

their own right and are run by volunteers. They are learning cooperatives which draw upon the knowledge, experience and skills of their own 

members to organise and provide interest groups in accordance with the wishes of the membership. The teachers learn and the learners teach! 

Committee Members 

Following the AGM in May new members 

joined the Committee. In addition to your 

Chairman the members are as follows:- 

Ian Eversden Bengt Magnuson 

Tony Heaney Ann Masset 

Bill Hewlett Fred Onslow 

Tony Jones Clive Smee 

For contact information and other details 

see our website http://www.horsleyu3a.org.uk/ 

so ably maintained by Bill Hewlett 

 

Why do some Horsley U3A members not 

belong to any U3A groups?  

About a fifth of our members do not appear 

to regularly attend any groups. To help us 

improve our activities we sent them a short 

questionnaire.  We are grateful to all those 

who answered. 

There turned out to be multiple reasons. For 

some the monthly meetings are all that they 

require which is fine. In some cases our 

records had not been updated by Group 

Leaders ï those contacted did belong to one 

or more groups. Others were new members 

who were still thinking about which groups 

to join. A few found the group they were 

interested in was already full. 

Significantly for a number; studying, 

moving house or renovating one, or illness 

in the family meant there was currently no 

time for group activities.  We look forward 

to seeing more of them as their 

circumstances change. 

There was however another important 

category; those who could not find a group 

that met their interests. Within this group 

were some who had been members of the 

digital photography group or the computers 

for beginners groups before they were 

wound up. A range of other possible 

activities was suggested. 

To respond to these very helpful comments 

and suggestions we propose to: 

1. Redouble our efforts to re-establish a 

digital photography group. We still hope 

that the Howard of Effingham School may 

be able to help (as they did in the past) but 

in the meantime is anyone willing to share 

leadership of a new group in this area? 

 

2. Survey those without computers to see 

how we can better meet their needs. (We do 

of course already have two groups offering 

assistance in this area, both led by Tony 

Heaney.) 

3. Explore how much interest there is in 

setting up new groups in areas such as 

crafts (including knitting and sewing), 

concert going and amateur singing  

 

U3A within the Community 

We were well represented at the West 

Horsley Village Fete on 10
th

 September. 

Thanks to all our volunteer helpers and we 

hope to have a number of new Members as 

a result. 

 
 

Virtual U3A 

If you are unable at present to participate in 

a group or attend monthly meetings you 

might find the Virtual U3A of interest. The 

vU3A is an online learning community of 

older people which differs from all existing 

U3A groups in that it meets only on the 

Internet. See vu3a.org/index.htm or link on 

our website. 

 

 
Members of the Transport and Industrial 

Archaeology Group on a guided visit to 

Brockham Limekilns 
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Taking the strain 

Towards the end of a cycle 

ride from Wimbledon to 

Horsley via Richmond Park, 

the Thames and the River 

Wey, the Cycling Group 

(including Lizzie Reeve in 

training for the Landôs End to 

John OôGroats ride) 

came across a longboat 

wedged across the Wey and 

holding up traffic from both 

directions. Applying both 

science and brawn - mostly 

the former - the Group 

eventually dislodged the boat 

and saw it on its way. 

 
Reviewing the situation

Safely on their way 

Luckily the Anchor Inn at 

Pyrford was only a short 

distance away so after a pause 

for refreshment "Horsley's 

Heroes" felt able to complete 

their ride. 

 

 
 

EYE WITNESS PROJECT 

 

Over the summer at least 5 members responded 

to a request to participate in a 

project being run by Julie 

Gawrylowicz a Postdoctoral 

Researcher in Psychology at 

Royal Holloway, University 

of London based at Egham. 

Volunteers also came from 

Spelthorne, Elmbridge and 

Woking U3As. It is a study 

on eyewitness memory of 

people over 60 to improve 

current strategies used by the police to meet the 

special needs of older eyewitnesses. The 

research is funded by the Leverhulme Trust.  

The study consists of two sessions. During 

session 1, participants watch a short video clip 

about a criminal event and 48 hours later are 

questioned about it in session 2 during a face to 

face interview. 

Described by participants 

as ñgreat funò, 

ñfascinating if not rather 

dauntingò and ñI was 

amazed how much I 

"remembered" and how 

much I "forgot"! 

The project is almost 

complete, but another 

could follow. If interested 

email secretary.u3a@easthorsley.net or look at 

http://www.pc.rhul.ac.uk/sites/rheg/ for more 

information. 

 
SUCCESSFUL FIRST MEETING OF THE NEW FILM GROUP 
 

30 U3A members met on 7th September in the Agnes Conisbee Room for a showing of Casablanca 

(the original Humphrey Bogart version). All enjoyed it and many said it was the first time that they 

had seen the ilm all the way through. It was followed by tea, coffee, biscuits and a short discussion. 

Do join us for future films: 

 

Oct 5
th

   An Inspector Calls 

Nov 2
nd

 Bicycle Thieves 

Dec 7
th

  Wuthering Heights (1939 version) 

 

Contact Margaret Faulkner 

   01483 282267 or  
 m.jfaulkner@btinternet.com

mailto:secretary.u3a@easthorsley.net
http://www.pc.rhul.ac.uk/sites/rheg/
mailto:m.jfaulkner@btinternet.com


ACTIVITY GROUPSô NEWS 

 

Published by the Horsley U3A Committee 01372 454161   secretary.u3a@easthorsley.net   University of the Third Age is a self-help movement for 
people no longer in full time employment, providing educational, creative and leisure opportunities for members. Local U3As are charities in their own 

right and are run by volunteers. They are learning cooperatives which draw upon the knowledge, experience and skills of their own members to 

organise and provide interest groups in accordance with the wishes of the membership. The teachers learn and the learners teach! 

Eleanore and Clive Smee your Vice-

Chairman demonstrate the art of keeping fit

New Groups 
There is always excitement and anticipation 

when new groups are suggested. Over the 

summer, members have shown enthusiasm 

for Boating & Sailing, Science & 

Technology and Concert Going. If you are 

interested in any or all of these activities, 

please get in contact. Alternatively, add your 

signature to the sheets that will be available 

at our monthly meetings. Please contact Ian 

Eversden about anything to do with Groups 

generally; alternatively, in relation to the 

proposed Groups, with the people who are 

already helping to set up the groups as 

shown below: 

 

Boating & Sailing 

There will be trips to the south coast to 

enjoy a dayôs sailing in Portsmouth Harbour 

or across to Cowes; gentle dinghy sailing on 

Papercourt lake; paddling up rivers by skiff 

or canoe; trips on ferries and paddle 

steamers; courses on tidal predictions and 

other sailing skills; evenings listening to 

sailing yarns over a pint of ale. If youôre 

interested in any of these activities and, in 

particular, have a boat of your own, please 

contact either Ian or Bob Spackman 
 

Science & Technology 

Did science pass you by at school?  Did you 

enjoy science at school but have since lost 

touch with current trends? Do you enjoy 

science programmes on radio and TV?  

Would you like to learn more about the 

science and technology of the gadgets you 

use at home? Would you like to help with 

the grandchildrenôs science homework?  If 

so, these are good reasons to join our 

Science and Technology Group.  The scope 

of the group will be very wide ranging so, 

register your interest in the group now by 

contacting Ian or Brenda Elliott. 
 

Concert going 

The experience of enjoying live music in 

congenial company cannot be captured on 

CD or i-player. A concert going group 

would be able to arrange trips both locally 

and further afield to enjoy live music 

(probably mainly classical, but we are open 

to suggestion). In London in particular, there 

are many venues holding concerts that 

deserve a wider audience. Locally, there are 

a number of concerts and recitals featuring 

very talented performers that we might well 

enjoy. If you are interested in going to live 

music concerts please contact either Ian or 

Fred Onslow. 

 

We also know there is still considerable 

interest in computing for beginners and 

digital photography. Groups for both have 

in the past benefitted from the facilities 

made available to us at the Howard of 

Effingham School.  Even without these 

facilities, those interested in these subjects 

could form a worthwhile group and there 

will be an opportunity to register your 

interest at future meetings or by e-mail. 

 

Please contact Ian Eversden by 

 01372 456854 or by 

  ian.eversden@ntlworld.com 

 

Bob Spackman 
 01483 283343  

 bob.spackman@gmail.com 

 

Brenda Elliott 
 01372 750997 
  bbelliott@btinternet.com 

 

Fred Onslow 
 01483 282180 

  fredonslow@idms.co.uk 
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