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Welcome to Horsley U3A 

We are a self-help voluntary organisation for people no longer in full time 
employment living in East and West Horsley and the surrounding area. We 
provide a range of educational, creative, leisure, and social activities throughout 
the year for some 700 members.  Horsley U3A was founded in 2008 and is a 
registered charity, no. 1145957. 

University of the Third Age (U3A) is a nationwide adult education movement run 
entirely by its members.  Horsley U3A is a member of the Surrey Network of 
U3As, and is affiliated to the Third Age Trust which sets standards and 
governance for U3As nationally - see www.u3a.org.uk.   

We hold Monthly Meetings on the fourth Wednesday of each month (except 
August and December) at which members can socialise, familiarise themselves 
with the latest local U3A information, group news, and updates, and listen to an 
external invited speaker on a topic of general interest.   

Several times a year we organise Theatre Visits, and Concert Trips and occasional 
Outings to places of cultural and historical interest, and an annual Quiz Night.  
These are open to all members.   

We also organise some 65 self-run Activity Groups focussed on specific 
educational, creative, sporting, and leisure pursuits.  Group members decide and 
organise their own programmes and activities.  The groups draw upon the 
knowledge, experience, and skills of their members to organise their activities. 
The teachers learn and the learners teach. 

Our Activity Groups range from Antiques and Astronomy to Travel, Walking and 
Wine Appreciation.  The types of activity on offer include art, discussion, history, 
travel, languages, literature, music, technology, sports and pastimes, local 
outings, and trips abroad.   

As the year progresses, you can find the latest information on our activities on 
our website www.horsleyu3a.org.uk.  Our notice boards, at the East Horsley 
Village Hall and next to Budgens in Kingston Avenue, also contain information.  
We also post details of forthcoming meetings on the parish council notice boards 
throughout the Horsleys.  We communicate frequently by email to our 
membership, and publish twice-yearly Newsletters reporting on recent news and 
group highlights, and monthly Bulletins giving details of forthcoming events. 



 

  - 2 - 

Monthly Meetings for 2020 

Meetings take place in the East Horsley Village Hall, doors open 9.45am for 
10.30am start. 

Wednesday 24th January Sword rests Tony Tucker 

Wednesday 26th February Dying to be beautiful Dr Kathryn Harkup 

Wednesday 25th March AGM followed by 
Great Ormond St Hospital 

  
Alan Doig 

Wednesday 22nd April Charity shops Tony Earle 

Wednesday 27th May Revenue goods and where we find 
them 

Malcolm Nelson 

Wednesday 24th June The Lady with the Lamp Paul Whittle 

Wednesday 22nd July Bumble Bee Conservation Nikki Gammans 

No meeting in August 

Wednesday 23rd September Jen Powell’s fabulous year ! Jen Powell 

Wednesday 28th October 1963: What a Year! Terry Johnson 

Wednesday 25th November The Pantomime Dame Tony Harris 

No meeting in December  

Surrey U3A Network Study Days for 2020 

These take place at the Menuhin Hall in Stoke D’Abernon: 

Friday 21st February Astronomy – Solar System Moons & 
Moon Landing Controversies 

David Fishwick & 
Graham Bryant 

Friday 20th March  Geography & Landscapes of South 
East England 

Dr Geoffrey Mead 
(Sussex University) 

Friday 17th April The Most Famous Pharaoh of Them 
All: Tutankhamun, the Boy King  

Clive Barham Carter 

Friday 15th May  The Development of British Style Paul Atterbury 
(Antiques Road Show) 

Friday 19th June Understanding Turner - The Man, His 
Life & His Work 

Professor Maria Chester 

Friday 18th September Art and Objects of the Mughal 
Emperors - Akbar to Shah Jahan 

Ursula Weekes 

Friday 16th October Study day on Industrial Archaeology Professor David Perrett 

Friday 20th November The Art of Drawing Colin Wiggins 

Latest information and booking details on https://u3asites.org.uk/surreyu3anetwork/ events 
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New Activity Groups  

We encourage Horsley U3A members to set up and run Activity Groups in which they 
have an interest.  In 2019, members set up the following groups: Books: Crime Fiction, 
Curling, French Conversation, Longer Walks, Garden Visiting, and Indoor Climbing.  To 
cater for added demand, we also formed additional groups for Pickleball, Table Tennis, 
and Explore London.  Read about these groups in the A-Z section of this directory. 

During 2020, we will continue to be on the lookout for new activities like these to offer 
our members.  Not all activities necessarily become permanent weekly or monthly 
occurrences – you may have an idea for an informative and absorbing one-off outing, 
lecture, or seminar, or maybe a topic that could be covered by a short course of 
meetings spread over several weeks.   

If you have such an idea for an activity not covered by an existing Horsley U3A group, 
just email your suggestion to groups@horsleyu3a.org.uk.  Anything of educational, 
technological, leisure, sporting, health, social or welfare value to our members is 
allowed.  Alternatively, if an existing group that you would like to join is full, contact us 
at the above email address so we can investigate setting up an extra group.  

Our Groups Organiser will discuss your ideas, canvass the membership, put you in touch 
with other members who may have the same interests, help organise an introductory 
meeting, and help you set up a new group with them, if that is what you decide to do. 
All our groups were set up in this way and are run by members just like you – it’s very 
straightforward !   

Other Local U3A Branches 

Horsley U3A does not cover all possible activities that our members might enjoy (for 
example, to avoid overlap with other Horsley voluntary groups, we do not run choral 
singing groups).  In such cases you may wish to contact our neighbouring U3As who 
may offer the activity you require. 

Fetcham and District U3A www.fetchamu3a.org.uk  

Bookham and District U3A www.bookhamu3a.org.uk  

Guildford U3A www.guildfordu3a.org.uk  

Dorking U3A 

Woking U3A 

www.dorkingu3a.org.uk  

www.wokingu3a.org.uk  

South East U3A Summer School 

The 2020 South East Forum Summer School runs at the University of Chichester from 
Monday 15th to Thursday 18th June.  Activities include Music, Yoga, Folk Dancing, 
Cycling, Maths, Walking, Genealogy, Natural History, Needlecraft, Ukulele, Poetry, 
Indian History, and Writing Life & Family Stories.  Full details can be found on:  

https://u3asites.org.uk/files/s/surreyu3anetwork/docs/ 
summerschool2020completeprogrammeword.pdf 
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Online Education 

Various organisations around the world now offer online educational courses or MOOCs 
– Massive Open Online Courses – accessible via the Internet.  If you have an interest not 
covered by one of our Activity Groups, why not look online ? 

In the UK and Europe, various universities have come together under the FutureLearn 
initiative to offer a diverse selection of FREE high quality online courses, endorsed by 
the Third Age Trust.  Of the hundreds of courses now available, many are well suited to 
U3A members of an enquiring mind.  They usually take only 3 to 6 weeks to complete, 
and you can choose when to spend the 2 – 3 hours required each week.   You can 
choose when to start the course and, if you wish, you can join a course after it has 
started.  Courses are equally accessible by tablet computer, laptop or desktop personal 
computer. Examples that may particularly appeal to U3A members include: 

Ageing Well: Falls Explore why people fall, discover practical methods to reduce 
the risk of falling and recognise when to seek expert help. 

Antiquities Trafficking 
and Art Crime 

Delve into the seedy underbelly of the art world, looking at 
smuggling, theft, fakes, and fraud, with this free online course. 

Tipping Points: Climate 
Change and Society 

Discover how rapid changes to natural systems may make 
Earth look very different in the future 

Cyber Security Explore practical cyber security including privacy online, 
payment safety and security at home 

England in the Time of 
King Richard III 

Explore 15th century England through archaeology, history and 
literature. Learn more about Richard III’s discovery and 
reburial. 

What Is Poetry? Understand the basics of poetry analysis and learn key skills for 
studying English literature by exploring a variety of texts. 

The Science of Staying 
Active into Old Age 

Demystify the ageing process and learn how our everyday 
behaviour is likely to affect our long-term musculoskeletal 
health 

Why Religion Matters Religious Literacy, Culture and Diversity. Discover why religion 
is important for understanding and engaging with global 
challenges. 

Moons Explore the many moons of our Solar System. Find out what 
makes them special. Should we send humans to our Moon 
again? 

Start Writing Fiction Get started with your own fiction writing, focusing on the 
central skill of creating characters, with this hands-on course. 

For further details on these, and for details of other FutureLearn courses available, go 
to www.futurelearn.com/courses.   

The Third Age Trust also offers short online courses aimed at U3A members who are no 
longer able to attend meetings or access conventional courses for one reason or 
another (e.g. restricted mobility, disability, etc).  Further details are available on  
http://onlinecourses.u3a.org.uk/.   

Other overseas MOOC providers include EdX (www.edx.org), a consortium of top-notch 
American universities, and OpenLearn, a group of mainly Asian universities 
(www.openlearn.com).    
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Joining Horsley U3A 

To take part in any Horsley U3A activity you must become a member.  Membership of 
Horsley U3A is open to anyone no longer working full time, and there is no waiting list, 
joining fee, or minimum age limit.  Membership costs £15 a year, renewable on 1st April 
each year (extra charges also apply for some activity groups and excursions).    

To apply for membership please complete the membership application form on 
http://www.horsleyu3a.org.uk/forms/application-for-membership-of-horsley-u3a/. For 
other membership enquiries please email membership@horsleyu3a.org.uk. 

Once you are a member, you can use this Directory to work out which activities you 
would like to pursue. You can then contact the respective Leader of any activities that 
interest you. If you need further assistance, email us on groups @horsleyu3a.org.uk.     

As a self-help organisation we depend for our success on our members taking part in 
the organisation and running of activities, events, and administration. We ask all 
members to contribute in this way.  If you have skills and experience that may be 
relevant (eg financial, marketing, computers, project management, event organisation, 
administration, hospitality, etc), please get in touch so we may discuss how best to 
harness your capabilities. 

Committee Members and Contacts – February 2020 

Chairman David Lush ** 01483 280267  chairman@horsleyu3a.org.uk 

Treasurer Richard Deighton 01483 285251  treasurer@horsleyu3a.org.uk 

Secretary Robbi Robson 01932 242624  secretary@horsleyu3a..org.uk 

Groups Organiser Denise Smee ** 01483 283542  groups @horsleyu3a.org.uk 

IT and Audio-Visual Tony Heaney 01483 284347  theaney@aol.com 

Membership David Lush * 01483 280267  membership@horsleyu3a.org.uk 

Volunteers Peter Tallon 01483 283163  patallon@btinternet.com 

Newsletter Ian Eversden 01372 456854  ian.eversden@ntlworld.com 

Monthly Speakers Mel Beynon 01483 283498  mel.beynon@btinternet.com 

Theatre Trips Liz Onslow 01483 282180  lizonslow@gmail.com 

Outings Ian Miller 01483 304744  ianmiller7@me.com  

Website  Mark Blowers 01483 281221  website@horsleyu3a.org.uk 

Communications David Hewson 01932 867175  davidhewson@ntlworld.com 

 **  due to step down at the 25th March 2020 AGM  

*    from 25th March 2020  
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Activities A-Z 

Antiques and Collectables 

A group for those interested in Antiques and Collectables.  Activities include talks by 
invited speakers, members presentations about their special interests, DVDs, plus 
plenty of discussion! Ad hoc outings may be arranged to reflect group members' 
interests.  

Our latest programme is always displayed on our webpage: 
www.horsleyu3a.org.uk/group-pages/antiques/ and on notices at the Village Hall. 

Contact: Joy Davis 01483 574377 joy@twistedbrick.co.uk 

 Tony Jones 01372 454161 hu3aantiques@a6ahj.uk 

Time:  Monthly, third Monday of the month at 2pm, for 2.30pm until 4pm 

Location: Lovelace Room, East Horsley Village Hall 
 

Astronomy 

The Astronomy Group meets for a varied programme of presentations, lectures, and 
visits.  In the summer on clear nights we have stargazing sessions using members' 
astronomical telescopes and photography equipment. 

Contact: Peter Tribe 01483 222826 peter@ptribe.plus.com 

 Ian Symes 01483 283774 icfsymes@gmail.com 

Time:  Normally third Thursday of each month, at 6pm 

Location: Peter Tribe's home 
 

Bird Watching and Natural History 

This Group meets outdoors each month  for practical observations. Field meetings are 
mostly at sites within a 20-minute drive of Horsley, such as Ockham Common, Guildford 
Riverside Park or Papercourt Gravel Pits.  Our main focus is bird watching but we also 
undertake occasional wild flower walks. Walks last between 2.5 and 3 hours.  Members 
are encouraged to visit websites giving information on birds and bird watching and to 
take part in national bird watching surveys. 

Contact: Brian Austin 01483 284925 brianaustin@tiscali.co.uk 

 John Burge 01483 283803 burgejs@gmail.com 

Time:  One Tuesday every month (except August) 9.30am- 12.30pm 

Location: Outdoors 
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Books (four groups) 

Books 

We meet monthly to discuss a different book, chosen by the person hosting the group.  
The "hostess" introduces the book and then it is open for discussion.  Comment is 
welcome but there is never pressure on members to have an opinion.  The meetings 
include refreshments and are very relaxed.  Other books are also discussed and 
sometimes copies exchanged. 

Contact: Sally Gilbert 01483 284813 sjgilbert43@gmail.com 

Time:  Monthly, second Tuesday of the month at 10.00 am. 

Location: Members' homes 
 

Books: Easyreaders 

We meet to read and discuss a book each month.  We read a wide range of books - 
fiction and non-fiction - chosen by our members, whose tastes in reading vary, ensuring 
that our discussions are always lively. During 2019 we read 11 books, ranging from The 
Tattooist of Auschwitz by Heather Morris to For Whom the Bell Tolls by Ernest 
Hemmingway , Middle England by Jonathon Coe, Milkman by Anna Burns, Anatomy of a 
Scandal by Sarah Vaughan, and The King's Witch by Tracey Borman. Join us if you enjoy 
losing yourself in a good book and discussing it afterwards ! 

Contact: Sheila Keogh 01483 284754  MJKSMK@aol.com 

Time:  First Monday morning of the month. 

Location: rotating around members houses 
 

Books: Crime Fiction 

12 (not so angry) men and women are meeting regularly as the U3A Crime Book Club. 
We are currently reading the first books in a number of different successful crime 
series. From time to time, we plan to have invited speakers from the worlds of crime 
writing, detection and forensic pathology. 

Contact: Peter West 07831 351836 evaluationexpert@gmail.com 

Time:  Second Monday of each month at 2pm 

Location: East Horsley Village Hall 
 

Books: Lovelace 

We are a friendly, sociable group who meet to read and discuss a chosen book each 
month, selected from a wide variety of fact and fiction. 

Contact: Sue Smith 01483 283269 sue.smith191@btinternet.com 

Time:  Second Monday of each month at 10am 

Location: rotating around members houses 
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Boules 

A Roll-up group which makes use of the outdoor Boules pitch at the Horsley Sports Club 
- equipment provided.  Rules on the U3A web site.  Anyone who knows the rules 
especially welcome! 

Contact: Wendy Sampson 01483 664021 or 
07769 183361 

wendysampson42@aol.com 

 Ian Sampson 01483 664021 iansampson41@aol.com 

Time:  Monday afternoons from 2.15pm to about 3.45pm, May to October 

Location: Horsley Sports Club, Pennymead Avenue 
 

Bowling - Outdoors 

Every week the President and members of East Horsley Bowling Club welcome U3A 
members who are interested in learning to play bowls at the Clubhouse in St. Martin's 
Court.    You just need flat shoes !   A nominal charge of £5 a session applies, inclusive of 
tea and biscuits.  Members will be there to help you and once a year they organise a 
competition with U3A members of another Club. 

Contact: Peter Tallon 01483 283163  patallon@btinternet.com 

    

Location: Horsley Bowls Club - Ockham Road South near St Martin's Church 
 

Bridge (three groups) 

Bridge Club 1 

Two hours play twice a month with very little chatter is an excellent way to improve 
one's bridge.   No booking-in at sessions is required; we are good at playing three-
handed bridge with roving dummies, should the mathematics demand.   Occasionally 
we organise formal training or "Teach Yourself" sessions on specific aspects of bidding 
and play to improve our technique. 

Contact: Sue Burge 01483 283803 burgejs@gmail.com 

Time:  First and third Thursdays of each month from 4.30 – 6.30pm 

Location: East Horsley Village Hall 
 

Bridge Club 2 

Bridge Club 2 is open to players of a regular standard and our aim is to have a relaxed 
social game of bridge whilst hopefully improving our skills.  No prior booking for 
sessions is required and you do not need a partner, however, some flexibility may be 
required if numbers are uneven.  Subscriptions to cover hall costs are payable termly 
and are around £15.00 per member.  New members are welcome. 

Contact: Helen Bayes 01483 282062 helen_bayes@hotmail.com 

Time:  Every Monday, 2pm - 4pm 

Location: East Horsley Village Hall - Club Room 
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Bridge  – Improvers 

We meet as a group of bridge players who wish to improve in a low key, informal 
environment - we take our game seriously but make allowances for our getting older !   
Some of our group are better players than others and we seek advice and help when 
appropriate .  We operate a waiting list for new members who wish to join. 

Contact: Annie Gilbert 01483 285973 anniegilbert@talktalk.net 

Time:  First, third, and fifth Wednesdays of each month 4pm - 6pm 

Location: Members' homes 
 

Canasta (two groups) 

Canasta 1 

Each month we meet in member's homes and play two games per evening with 
refreshments during the interval.  We usually have three tables of four players.  It is a 
very friendly group and we do not take it too seriously.  We have a New Year get-
together when we all take a plate and have a glass of wine.  We are full at present but 
new players can join the second Canasta group which meets on the last Tuesday of the 
month. 

Contact: Janet Rushby 01483 285235  janet.rushby@outlook.com 

Time:  Last Thursday of each month at 7.30pm 

Location: Members' homes 
 

Canasta 2 

The Tuesday Canasta group has a nucleus of new players but we have room for more ! 

Contact: Roger Gardiner 01483 284124 roger@gardinerandassociates.com 

Time:  Last Tuesday evening in the month 

Location: Members' homes 
 

Chess 

Whether you have played chess in the past and would be interested to play again with 
others of roughly the same standard in a friendly relaxed environment ... or whether 
you have never played before but would like to learn, just let us know.  We have 15 
members and usually about half of them attend each meeting. 

Chess is said to be a game for people of all ages, imaginative and creative, and it never 
gets boring!  With pieces dating back to the Middle Ages, chess is fun, fascinating and 
challenging. It has the power to stimulate and satisfy the game in you. 

Contact: John Macdonald 01483 283038 john.mac2000@btinternet.com 

Time:  Fourth Monday evening of each month 

Location: Members' homes 
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Computer Buddies 

Horsley U3A Computer Buddies is a group of regular computer users whose experience 
and skills are available to all members.  Their expertise covers a wide range of popular 
software such as Word , Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook, Access, Paint Shop and they offer 
help with hardware installation.  Individuals needing help just have to contact the 
leader.  If you have even limited ability with computers or tablets you may also be able 
to help us help other U3A members. 

Contact: Tony Heaney 01483 284347 theaney@aol.com 

Time:  Home visits arranged with members needing assistance 

Location: Various 
 

Creative Writing 

A group of those who enjoy writing.  Our aim is to enhance and develop our ability to 
create interesting prose and/or poetry, to write short stories on a variety of subjects 
and perhaps even write a novel or play! Our meetings are relaxed and enjoyable.  
Members read others' contributions and benefit from feedback.  Contributions sent by 
e-mail are welcome from those not wishing to attend meetings.  We have already 
compiled one anthology of our work, which is available via a link on the group's 
webpage, and intend to compile a second one in the coming year. 

Contact: Ian Eversden 01372 456854  ian.eversden@ntlworld.com 

 Tony Pratt 01483 281542  tonypratt99@hotmail.com 

Time:  Usually at 10.30 hrs on the third Wednesday each month 

Location: members' homes 
 

Croquet 

We play croquet at Polesden Lacey each week in the summer season. Players of all 
standards are welcome for a friendly game but numbers are limited.  An annual 
subscription (around £40 per head) is payable towards the cost of prebooking the 
Polesden Lacey pitches for the season. This year we will be renting 4 pitches to give 
everyone opportunities to play. 

Every year we take part in a tournament with other local U3As - Bookham, Leatherhead, 
Epsom. Effingham and Fetcham, to hone our skills and pick up tips from our opponents! 

Contact: Bob Davis 01483 284237 brander_seafield@hotmail.com 

Time:  Weekly, Thursdays 10.30-12.30pm in summer months 

Location: Polesden Lacey 
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Curling 

Twice a year we arrange a visit to the unique indoor facilities at Fentons Rink in 
Tunbridge Well for a morning's curling.   Curling involves sliding granite ‘stones’  down 
an ice rink to hit 'the house' and in the process clear your opponents’ stones out of the 
way.   Beginners are welcome, the rules and techniques are easy to understand, and all 
specialist equipment can be hired.  You do not need to be a superfit winter sports 
enthusiast to take part – just well wrapped up. 

Contact: Bob Spackman 01483 283343 bob.spackman@gmail.com 

Time:  Day trip, once or twice a year 

Location: Fentons Rink in Tunbridge Wells 
 

Cycling 

The Cycling Group caters for all levels of proficiency and meets weekly, weather 
permitting.  Members take it in turns to organise on-road or offroad cycle rides for the 
group, which can be up to 15 - 25 miles long and last 2 to 3 hours.  Some experienced 
group members also go out on other days with racing bikes on longer and faster road 
rides of 40 miles or more.   Some rides are easy while others are a little more strenuous, 
but all rides are at an enjoyable pace and usually include a halfway stop for coffee and 
cake.  Although rides normally start and finish locally, some start further afield.  In the 
summer we also organise day trips – for example cycling the Shipwright’s Way to 
Portsmouth or the Downs Link route to Shoreham.  We also organise overseas cycling 
trips of a week or more - with a spring tour in the south of France and two more 
summer tours in northern France. For this year, tours of southern Italy and Majorca are 
planned for the autumn.  

A separate group, EasyRiders,  is organised twice monthly for  cyclists who are returning 
to, or are new to cycling.  These rides, led by an experienced rider, are shorter  and the 
terrain covered quite gentle.  If you have any questions about your bike or your level of 
fitness and which activity would best suit you, do contact one of the contacts below and 
discuss it with them. 

The Cycling section of the Horsley U3A website sets out the rules under which we 
operate. 

Contact: (Tuesday rides) 
Bob Spackman 

 
01483 283343 

 
bob.spackman@gmail.com 

 Sue Reeve 01483 282063 suejreeve@gmail.com 

 (Road rides) 
Alan Turner 

 
01372 458851 

 

akjm.turner@gmail.com 

Time:  The Main group rides every Tuesday, usually with two alternative routes 
for riders to choose between, starting from Horsley station at 9.30am.  
The EasyRiders also go out at the same time on the second and fourth 
Tuesday of each month. The longer distance 

Location: Local start - usually from Horsley Station 
 



 

  - 12 - 

Dinghy Sailing 

Members of the Boating and Sailing Group drive down to the south coast once a month 
in the summer for informal sailing trips round Chichester Harbour in Bob’s Albacore 
sailing dinghy based at Cobnor Point.  If you are a dinghy skipper with your own dinghy 
and would like to join us, you will be very welcome.  Other U3A members who do not 
have their own boat will also be welcome as crew, but prior experience of dinghy sailing 
is called for.  

If you are an experienced sailor, with or without a boat, and are interested please 
contact Bob. 

Contact: Bob Spackman 01483 283343  bob.spackman@gmail.com 

Time:  Monthly during summer months 

Location: Portsmouth 
 

Explore London (three groups) 

Explore London (Tuesday) 

Members of this group organise an easy walking tour in a different area of London each 
month, to learn about the historical, architectural, cultural, and scenic features of each 
neighbourhood.  About once a year, group members (often working in pairs) take turns 
to choose a route and lead a walk.  Expeditions are usually on foot over a distance of 3-
4 miles with adequate breaks for coffee/tea and lunch.  We go up to London by train 
and aim to return from Waterloo by late afternoon avoiding the rush hour.  Parties are 
normally limited to 12 including the organisers.Past visits have included Clerkenwell, 
Islington, Battersea, Hampstead, Fitzrovia and Richmond. 

Contact: Roy Proctor 01483 282410 royproctor@hotmail.com 

Time:  First Tuesday of each month (excluding January and August).  9:20am 
train from Horsley 

Location: Outdoors 
 

Explore London (Thursday) 

Members of this group take it in turns to organise easy walking tours of London.  
Expeditions are usually on foot over a distance of normally less than 3-4 miles with 
adequate breaks for coffee/tea and lunch and comfort stops !  For most tours we go up 
to London by train and aim to return from Waterloo by late afternoon avoiding the rush 
hour.  Parties are limited to 12-14 including the organisers.  Past visits have included 
Canary Wharf, Borough Market, Covent Garden, St. James's, Hammersmith, The 
Guildhall, and St Pancras.  For the past couple of years, the January walk has been 
replaced by a group lunch, in the Horsley area - this has been very popular. 

Contact: David Harrison 01483 280260 david.harrison007@btinternet.com 

Time:  Normally fourth Thursday of each month. First cheap train currently 
9:20am from Horsley 

Location: Outdoors 
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Explore London Thursday (2nd group) 

A further Explore London group has been established which meets on the second 
Thursday of each month.  It is run independently of the original Explore London 
(Thursday) group. Each walk is led by a different member of the group.  So far our visits 
have included the South Bank, the western end of the City, The Inns of Court, part of 
Docklands, Kensington, Hampstead, the western section of the Grand Union towpath, 
and Greenwich (planned for February 2020). 

Contact: Fran King 01483 283051 francesking123@btinternet.com 

Time:  Second Thursday of each month.  Usually we meet at Horsley Station to 
catch the 0920h train. 

Location: Outdoors 
 

Films 

The Films group meets monthly at 7pm for refreshments prior to a 7.30 start, when we 
show a variety of different types of film, chosen in advance by the group members. We 
show a mixture of classical, arthouse greats and modern films.  Recent films have 
included Children Act, Ocean's 8, Piano, The Promise, The Man Who Never Was, 
Rhapsody in Blue, and Colette, with All is True and The Violin Teacher scheduled for 
February and March 2020.  Members will  choose the films to follow from April.  A 
£1.50 charge per session is made to cover expenses. 

Contact: Margaret Faulkner 01483 282267  m.jfaulkner@btinternet.com 

Time:  First Thursday of each month at 7pm 

Location: Lovelace Room, East Horsley Village Hall 
 

French Conversation 

If you have a basic knowledge of French grammar (say at O level) but struggle to turn 
that into conversation, then this could be the group for you. We aim to practise French 
conversation in a light-hearted environment. Membership is limited to 12-14 people 
and is by invitation from a waiting list.  Beryl, who is a member of the Dorking U3A, 
helps to facilitate and guide meetings. There is a charge of £3.00 per session to cover 
the hire of a meeting room. 

Contact: David Foot 01483 280756 davidfootdf@aol.com 

Time:  Normally 2.00 pm on the first Monday of every month. 

Location: St. Martins church hall, East Horsley (the Canterbury Rooms) 
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Garden Visiting 

We aim to have a visit each month starting in February. They will mostly be to private 
gardens which are of interest and to a high standard. We would hope to take away 
something from each garden in the way of horticultural knowledge, as well as simply  
enjoying ourselves.  Each visit will include some light refreshment.  Visits will be in 
Surrey and the Home Counties and we will drive ourselves but endeavour to  car share 
where convenient. 

Contact: Gayle Leader 01483 222869 gayle@stuartcottage.com 

Time:  Visits are organised about 3 weeks in advance and details emailed to the 
group a few days beforehand 

Location: We meet at the chosen garden and pay when we are there. 
 

Genealogy 

Currently we have 25 members and meet monthly except August and December.  
Sometimes we have a visiting speaker who will talk on various aspects of genealogy 
while on other occasions a member will give a short talk about their own research.  
Help is provided for those with less experience.  At some meetings, in place of a 
speaker, we hold an interactive online research session on a member's antecedents, 
using a genealogical website so that other members can follow progress.  Occasionally 
we arrange visits to centres such as the National Archives at Kew, the Woking History 
Centre where much local family history is located, or the LDS (Mormon) centre at 
Reading where family records are available for the UK and Europe. 

Contact: Bob Spackman 01483 283343 bob.spackman@gmail.com 

Time:  Last Thursday of each month at 10am 

Location: East Horsley Village Hall 
 

Getting Out and About 

Getting Out And About is for those members who enjoy the company of others and for 
whatever reason would like to get out and socialise on local less demanding excursions, 
for example to National Trust properties or to local villages or gardens.  We aim for a 
relaxed friendly atmosphere and any member is very welcome to come along to any of 
the outings. Our meetings are monthly and usually involve either a coffee or a pub 
lunch at the venue, and an activity such as visiting a place of interest or having a short 
walk.  We are able to provide transport as we have the use of the Horsley Community 
Bus although members can use their own transport if they prefer. 

Contact: Helen Bayes 01483 282062  helen_bayes@hotmail.com 

Time:  Monthly, usually 2nd Friday of the month 

Location: Various excursions 
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Grace Notes (Make Music) 

We are an enthusiastic, friendly group that enjoys making music together in a relaxed 
setting, and we continue to grow.  The music we play is a mixture, including some light 
classical music, show tunes and some jazz.   At present we have an alto sax player (who 
also plays the accordion), a guitarist, a harpist, a violinist, 2 clarinettists,3 flautists ,a 
ukulele player, a pianist , a  percussionist, and a cellist, ruled over by our conductor.  
However, anyone else with an instrument is welcome to join us!  Most of us have come 
back to instruments, or have learned to play later in life, so a sense of humour and 
patience helps.  

We now play regularly at local care homes and day centres, and for other community 
groups, and at the U3A Christmas meeting, and last year for fun we played on the grass 
at East Horsley Parade to celebrate European music day. We already have bookings for 
this year and are planning a public concert. So dust off those instruments and come 
along ! 

Contact: Marion Hartland 01483 280072 marion.hartland@btinternet.com 

Time:  Weekly, Thursdays from 3pm till 5pm 

Location: West Horsley Methodist Hall 
 

History 

The History Group has a full and eclectic programme of talks, by both members and 
external speakers for 2020, as follows: 28th January, 'A History of Military Uniforms' 
(Mark Blowers). 25th February,  'Emma Hamilton: The Infamous Life of Britain's most 
unlikely Ambassador in History' (Bob Spackman). 24th March, 'West Horsley Place: the 
House and its History' (June Davey). 28th April, 'The Great Exhibition of 1851 and its 
Legacy' (Tom Stevenson). 26th May, Two Talks: 'The Foreign Office Building and its 
Secrets,'  (Stephen Day) and 'Metal Detecting: History in Your Hands' (Michael Grinter).  
23rd June, 'The Three Richards' (Ken Foy). 22nd September, 'Winston Churchill's Most 
Agonizing Decisions' (David Williams). 27th October, Three talks on Popular Uprisings: 
'The Peasants' Revolt', (Joy Campbell), 'Kett's Rebellion,' (Denise Smee,) 'The Peterloo 
Massacre,' (Joy Davis.) 24th November, 'The Historical Significance of the Bayeux 
Tapestry,' (Graham Davey.)  

Contact: June Davey 01483 283646 junedavey@yahoo.co.uk 

 David Williams 01483 282296 ruspers@hotmail.com 

Time:  Fourth Tuesday of the month at 4pm for 4.30pm, January to June then 
September, October and November 

Location: Millennium Room, East Horsley Village Hall 
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Humour 

The Humour Group is an online group for the open-minded who not only have a good 
sense of humour but also enjoy the occasional informative, clever, quirky, topical, but 
never off-colour, item of text or image.  Do feel free to send the group your own 
contributions. If you'd like to go on the mailing list, please send me your email address. 

Contact: Derry Dinkin 07774 148540 derrytd@hotmail.com 

Time:  Online group - communication by email and text 

Location: Online 
 

Indoor Climbing 

Indoor climbing on a purpose built climbing wall is much safer and better controlled 
than outdoor climbing (and you don't need a mountain).  The small but growing U3A 
Climbing Group currently meets monthly on a flexible basis so its members can practise 
and improve their skills. We have 3 belayers able to support new climbers on safety 
ropes, and there is also scope for solo climbing with an automatic belay, or for lower 
level climbing without a rope. It is even possible to get a good workout while staying 
close to the ground.  While basic fitness is needed, the climbs can be as tough or easy as 
you like, as there is a very big range available, from the very easy upwards, with lots of 
scope for coffee and cake after a few good climbs. Also, during winter months, there is 
one big advantage - no rain ! 

Contact: Peter West 07831 351836  evaluationexpert@gmail.com 

Time:  Monthly on a flexible basis 

Location: The White Spider indoor climbing centre on the A3 near Tolworth.  All 
equipment can be hired. 

 

Knit for Charity 

We are a highly sociable group meeting monthly (with a cup of tea and cake) to knit 
items for charities we have decided to support. Even if you are new to knitting, we can 
teach you.  It is very satisfying to see balls of surplus yarn transformed into items that 
our chosen charities use to support the needy ! 

Contact: Margaret Grinter 01483 282294 achillea@talktalk.net 

Time:  Fourth Monday of the month, from 2pm until 4pm 

Location: Members' homes 
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Longer Walks 

We have about 18 people in the group and around 8 who choose to walk in any given 
month.  The walks in the countryside vary between 5 and 8 miles in length with 
generally a stop for coffee and/or lunch along the way or at the end, and are taken at a 
good pace and can be hilly or muddy at times. Members take turns to research and lead 
the walks. 

Contact: Barbara Firth 01483 283262 barbarafirth@aol.com 

Time:  First Tuesday of the month, excluding August and possibly December, 
starting at about 10am 

Location: Chosen by each walk's leader 
 

Mah-Jong 

Mah Jong is a great game to take up and we all have a lot of fun playing. Although we 
have 11 members we rarely get more than 8 players at a session so we would welcome 
more. It is a very easy game to learn -we virtually all started as beginners. As we are all 
more or less of the same standard we would value the input/instruction (particularly 
over scoring) of a more experienced player occasionally. We play fortnightly on 
Wednesday afternoons for 2 or 3 hours  and enjoy a cup of tea and delicious  biscuits! 

Contact: Stephanie Henderson 01483 283844 stephie.henderson@hotmail.co.uk 

Time:  First and third Wednesdays of each month at 1.30pm 

Location: Members' homes 
 

Music Appreciation 

The Music Appreciation group continues to meet monthly in the homes of members 
who are prepared to host a gathering and usually to play music on disc on a theme 
which appeals to them. Our numbers are around 15 and vacancies arise from time to 
time but major increase in membership is not sought. During 2019 we had some 
interesting presentations which usually focussed on a particular composer but Bruno de 
Souza gave an illustrated talk on the cello, Roy Proctor on opera, and Donald McLean on 
Brahms. In February we are again entertaining Gorka Plada Giron, one of the talented 
pianists we are borrowing from the Menuhin School : our music room will then be full 
to its capacity of 20. And of course no year goes by without a recital on the new organ 
at our parish church by the talented John Bartlett.  

Contact: Peter Collett 01483 283661  petercollett@usa.net 

Time:  Fourth Wednesday of the month, 3-5pm 

Location: Members' homes 
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Open Minds - Discussion Group 

A group formed of members who enjoy discussing a variety of subjects including 
current affairs and occasionally, more serious topics.  Although our meetings are 
lighthearted we hope to give those who join a chance to be a little more serious and 
thoughtful.  Members are encouraged to suggest and introduce their own choice of 
subject. We start the meeting with a brief introduction and a few thoughts on the 
discussion topic, and then throw the meeting open for general comment. 

Occasionally we invite a guest  to help the discussion and these have included the 
principal of Treloar College in Alton (a school and college for young people with 
complex learning difficulties), and a  local councillor.  Recent subjects for discussion 
have included "The value of conversation, argument and debate", "The effects of the 
way we were brought up on our lifelong behaviour", and "Chaos and uncertainty - a 
gentle reference to the Brexit process". 

If you would like to join us for a meeting or would like to introduce a subject for 
discussion (a long talk is not required!) about which you have particular experience 
please let me know. 

Contact: Mandy Newman 01483 284342 mandynewman@talktalk.net 

Time:  Third Thursday of month, 2.30 to 4.30pm with a break for a cup of tea 

Location: Members' homes 
 

Opera and Ballet 

A range of activities for all who enjoy opera and ballet. Outings include group bookings 
for Grange Park Opera at West Horsley Place, and Glyndebourne.  We have also 
established regular film evenings that are held in the main hall of the East Horsley 
Village Hall, which present screenings of operas and ballets from various opera houses 
and other locations.  

Events are open to all U3A members, the details of which will be distributed through 
the usual e-mail internal notices and bulletins.  If you have ideas for other possible 
outings, or if you have favourite works you would like screened, please let me know. 

Contact: Bill King 07476 922980 bill@king-online.co.uk 

Time:  As advertised in advance 

Location: Various 
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Orchids 

A group for those interested in all aspects of Orchid propagation.  Orchids are the most 
diverse plant family on Earth consisting of between 20,000 and 30,000 varieties.  Their 
ingenuity in attracting pollinators seems to know no limits.  Meetings are held 
occasionally as members require and are available.  These include demonstrations and 
visits to shows.  There is expert help for anyone wishing to take up growing, 
photographing and even painting these beautiful and fascinating plants. 

Contact: Jean Green 01483 284467 jean@quaesita.co.uk 

Time:  Occasional meetings at times to suit members' interests 

Location: Various 
 

Outings 

We organise two day trips each year to places of cultural and historical interest.  The 
outings are open to all members of Horsley U3A on a first come first served basis.  
Coaches leave and return to Horsley.  Recent destinations have been Windsor Castle, 
Royal Pavilion at Brighton, Penshurst Place, Knole Park near Sevenoaks, and Eltham 
Palace. 

Contact: Ian Miller 01483 304744  ianmiller7@me.com 

 Mark Pinks 01483 283877  pinksfamily@btinternet.com 

Time:  Two trips a year 

Location: Various 
 

Pencil Art for All 

This warm, enthusiastic and interactive group meets monthly to explore the techniques 
and versatility of the medium of coloured pencils.  We continue to attract new 
members to our group, who have not only shown a keenness to learn the sometimes 
difficult techniques of using the Faber-Castell polychromo pencils, but also revealed 
hitherto hidden talents!  Everyone is encouraged to have a go and to improve their 
technique in a friendly supportive atmosphere, helped by those members who have 
been with the group since it first began.   

Last autumn we featured on the Horsley U3A stand at the West Horsley Fete in 
September, with a splendid display of artwork from the Pencil Group and watercolours 
from the Practical Art for All group.  We also displayed our work at the recent arts 
festival at West Horsley Place.  The Pencil Group has also produced Note Cards, created 
from the group's artwork portfolios "Flowers of the Seasons" and "Fruits of the 
Seasons", and these continue to be sold at local events to raise funds for The Queen 
Elizabeth Foundation.  

Contact: Jill Richardson-Jones 01483 459547 r_jones3528@btinternet.com 

Time:  Second Monday of each month, 2pm to 4pm 

Location: East Clandon Village Hall 
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Photography 

Our aim is to help each other take better pictures.  DSLR, bridge camera, compact 
camera, and phone camera users are all welcome. We meet monthly, start with a 
presentation focussing on a particular topic, and then break for tea/coffee and biscuits. 
Afterwards we view and discuss photographs that we have taken on a theme set at the 
previous meeting. We also organise visits to places of photographic interest where 
members can practise newly acquired skills, and afterwards enjoy a good lunch. 

Contact: David Wilson 01483 283091 davidrwilson987@gmail.com 

 Ian Eversden 01372 456854 ian.eversden@ntlworld.com 

Time:  Second Wednesday of each month 2.15 – 4.30 pm 

Location: East Horsley Village Hall (Conisbee Room) and other locations 
 

Pickleball (two groups) 

Pickleball(Thursdays) 

This group meets on Thursdays.  Pickle-ball combines elements of tennis, badminton, 
and table tennis and is played on a badminton-sized court where the net has been 
lowered. Two or four players use solid paddles to hit a perforated plastic ball, over the 
net.  The smaller court reduces the amount of movement required, which is why it 
appeals to older people. When people become more experienced at playing, it can also 
be a challenging, fast-paced, and competitive game.  It is also very good fun!  Not all 
members of the group have played Pickleball before and the idea is mainly to enjoy 
ourselves whilst learning the game. 

Contact: Jeannette Rand 01483 283867  jeanette.rand@btinternet.com 

Time:  Weekly on Thursdays 12pm to 2pm 

Location: East Horsley Village Hall - main hall 
 

Pickleball (Fridays) 

This (the original) group meets on Fridays. Pickle-ball combines elements of tennis, 
badminton, and table tennis and is played on a badminton-sized court where the net 
has been lowered. Two or four players use solid paddles to hit a perforated plastic ball, 
over the net.  The smaller court reduces the amount of movement required, which is 
why it appeals to older people. When people become more experienced at playing, it 
can also be a challenging, fast-paced, and competitive game.  It is also very good fun!  
Not all members of the group have played Pickleball before and the idea is mainly to 
enjoy ourselves whilst learning the game. 

Contact: Pam Campbell 01483 282245 campbell.tioga@btinternet.com 

 Helen Bayes 01483 282062 helen_bayes@hotmail.com 

Time:  Weekly on Friday afternoons 2pm to 5pm 

Location: East Horsley Village Hall - main hall 
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Pilates 

When she is available,  Margaret Newman teaches two Pilates classes on a Thursday 
afternoon on a block basis. The first "mat" Pilates class at 2pm is for people who can get 
down onto the floor - you need to bring a mat. The second "Adapted Pilates" class at 
3pm is for people who can’t get down onto the floor, but still offers all the benefits of 
classic Pilates.  Each class lasts 50 minutes.  

Contact: Margaret Newman 07974 428358 margfnewman@gmail.com 

Time:  Thursday afternoons (when available) 
2pm "Mat" Pilates. 3pm "Adapted" Pilates 

Location: West Horsley Village Hall 
 

Play Reading 

This group gets together once a month to enjoy reading play scripts together, to 
understand the plot and make the characters come to life.  Each month we decide 
which play we will read at the next meeting.  The emphasis is on enjoying the script and 
group members are not called on to act or give a public performance.  New members 
welcome. 

Contact: Michael Grinter 01483 282294 michael.achillea@talktalk.net 

Time:  Monthly - second Friday of the month at 10am with the posibility of the 
following Friday to complete the reading. 

Location: Achiilea, East Horsley KT24 5ET 
 

Poetry 

We are a small group of people who love poetry. Each month the Group selects a poet 
or theme for discussion at the following meeting.  In this way members can do their 
own research to enable an informed and lively discussion with the added reward of tea 
and biscuits.   

The poems vary from an old favourite to one unknown to any of us but found in a 
magazine or newspaper.  Some we love, others we may find hard to understand, but 
these are often the most interesting as everyone has their own interpretation.  We go 
from the fun of Spike Milligan to the seriousness of the war poets and everything in 
between. 

We would welcome enquiries from new members. 

Contact: Mary Hollier 01483 282228 lesleyanoble@yahoo.co.uk 

Time:  Second Wednesday of each month at 2pm. 

Location: Members' homes 
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Practical Art for All 

Working in a relaxed and congenial atmosphere members are encouraged to discover 
and develop their artistic skills.  You get the chance to be creative and to produce 
artwork that gives you a sense of achievement.  Working in a collaborative group, those 
having more experience help the newcomers gain confidence.  Assistance is given at all 
classes and covers various techniques in the use of watercolour and acrylics; 
perspective; colour mixing and basic drawing.  If you have always wanted to paint or 
draw but have been reluctant to do so this is the group for you. 

Contact: Gill Culmer 01483 222743  jandg@culmer.net 

Time:  Second and fourth Thursday of month, 2pm to 4pm 

Location: East Horsley Village Hall 
 

Rummikub (two groups) 

Rummikub 1 

Rummikub is a table game of numbers.  It is strategic, compulsive and great fun. It 
combines elements of Rummy, Dominoes, Mah-jong and Chess, and is highly addictive. 
Current group members have been playing the game and enjoying the mental 
stimulation it provides since 2010. A second group has now been formed. 

Contact: Liz Onslow 01483 282180 lizonslow@gmail.com 

Time:  Second Wednesday of month at 7.30pm 

Location: Members' homes 
 

Rummikub 2 

The object of this unique game is to be the first player to place all the tiles from your 
rack by clever manipulation of the tiles on the table, leaving you with a zero score.  The 
game really exercises your brain and powers of logic in a friendly group, with the added 
bonus of tea and biscuits. 

Contact: Derry Dinkin 07774 148540 derrytd@hotmail.com 

Time:  Third Tuesday of each month, 2pm to about 4.30pm 

Location: Members' homes 
 

Scottish Dancing 

We are a friendly group who enjoy the exercise that Scottish dancing offers, as well as 
the sociability. Beginners are very welcome at our fortnightly meetings.   Every year we 
hold a Burns Night celebration and enjoy traditional Scottish poetry and seasonal fare 
as well as dancing ! 

Contact: Celia Chapman 01483 282474 chapmanclan2@talktalk.net 

Time:  Fortnightly on Wednesdays: 4pm to 6pm during winter months 

Location: Effingham Community Hall 
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Scrabble (two groups) 

Scrabble 1 

Scrabble is a classic game of wits and words where every word counts!  It is a game for 
2-4 players.  We are always ready to welcome new members when vacancies permit. 

Contact: Janet Rushby 01483 285235  janet.rushby@outlook.com 

Time:  Second Wednesday of each month at 2.00pm 

Location: Members' homes 
 

Scrabble 2 

Scrabble is a classic game of wits and words where every word counts!  It is a game for 
2-4 players.  We are now a thriving Group of 12 members but are always ready to 
welcome new members when vacancies permit. 

Contact: Angela Watney 01483 282260 awwatney@aol.com 

Time:  Alternate Thursdays, 2-4pm 

Location: Members' homes 
 

Snooker 

The Snooker group meets weekly at the Goodhart Rendell Community Hall in West 
Horsley.    There are two full sized tables in excellent condition and the group is now full 
but other U3A members wishing to join (including beginners) can join a waiting list - 
with a view to starting a second evening per week. Standard of play amongst our 
regular players has improved and sometimes we manage three games each in an 
evening ! 

Contact: Robin Satow 01306 640474 robinsatow1@greenbee.net 

Time:  Weekly, every Thursday at 7.30pm 

Location: Goodhart Rendell Hall, West Horsley 
 

Supper Club 

We plan to revive the Supper Club shortly.  The group arranges to go out  together 
every 4-6 weeks, to enjoy a meal in convivial company.  Everyone is welcome to come 
along. 

Contact: Gill Borthwick 01483 282672 
07939 227556 

gillianborthwick@btinternet.com 

Time:  Every 4-6 weeks, varying days of the week, generally at 7pm 

Location: Local pubs and restaurants 
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Table Tennis (four groups) 

Table Tennis - Friday 

This (the original) group meets on Fridays.  It has about 24 members and we use two 
tables.  We have a friendly tournament each year which we all enjoy, and on the last 
day of each term we usually have a drinks and nibbles party. 

Contact: Roger Gardiner 01483 284124  roger@gardinerandassociates.com 

Time:  The Friday group meets every week from mid September to the end of 
April (with a breakfor Christmas) and we play from 3.15pm - 5.15pm. 

Location: Millennium Room, East Horsley Village Hall 
 

Table Tennis - Wednesday 

This group meets on Wednesdays.  It has 25 members  and we use two tables.   We 
have a friendly tournament each term, and on the last day of each term we have a tea 
party and some extra fun play. 

Contact: Viv Markley 07790 762948 vivian.markley@gmail.com 

Time:  The Wednesday group meets every week from September to the end of 
April (with a breakfor Christmas), and we play from 3.15 pm to 5.15.pm. 

Location: Millennium Room, East Horsley Village Hall 
 

Table Tennis - Monday afternoon 

The third Table Tennis group meets on Mondays from 3.15pm to 5.30pm, most weeks 
throughout the year.  We have players of all skills level with the emphasis on fun. If you 
wish to join please contact us.  Openings for additional players may be available during 
the Summer season when some of our regular players undertake other activities. 

Contact: Bill King 07476 922980 bill@king-online.co.uk 

Time:  The Monday group will meet every week for three seasons throughout 
the year: from January to the end of April, May to mid-September, and 
mid-September to mid-December, all from 3.15pm to 5.30pm. 

Location: Millennium Room, East Horsley Village Hall 
 

Table Tennis - Monday morning 

This (the latest) group meets on Monday mornings and plays in the main East Horsley 
Village Hall.  We have room for additional players. 

Contact: Verity Walsgrove 07973 335475 verity.w@btinternet.com 

Time:  Mondays 10-12 midday 

Location: Main Hall, East Horsley Village Hall 
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Theatre Visits 

All Horsley U3A members are eligible to take part in our Theatre Visits.  We organise 
about four visits a year and vary the types of play as much as possible so that we can 
cater to all tastes.  Our trips are always very popular and usually book up quite quickly.  
Theatre trips are announced by an e-mail to all members, at monthly meetings, and by 
a notice on the U3A notice board outside Budgens. Places are reserved on receipt of a 
cheque on a first come first served basis 

Contact: Liz Onslow 01483 282180 lizonslow@gmail.com 

Time:  Various 

Location: Excursion 
 

Transport & Industrial Archaeology 

Our meetings are usually every other month and may be half a day for a talk, or a full 
day for a visit. We aim for a relaxed atmosphere, and technical discussions are normally 
very limited.  Recent talks have included London Underground Posters and Geevor Tin 
Mine in Cornwall; visits in 2019 were arranged to Bentley Priory (Museum of Battle of 
Britain), Oldland Windmill, Combe Mill (on the Blenheim Estate), and the Mary Rose, 
with Christmas lunch on the Mid-Hants Railway. We also had a 10 year anniversary 
celebration in May at the King Billy pub. Most visits start mid-morning and include lunch 
at a local cafe or pub in a convivial atmosphere! 

Contact: Tony Samson 01483 282936  tony.samson@outlook.com 

Time:  Varied days as arranged 

Location: Talks at local Hall in Winter and Visits during the rest of the year 
 

Travel 

We aim to share our travelling experiences by means of bi-monthly talks, and arrange 
trips as a group. All Horsley U3A members are encouraged to attend Travel Group 
events and trips. We are always on the lookout for U3A members to share their special 
holiday memories and welcome suggestions for future travelling adventures. 

Since its formation in 2013, the Travel Group Committee have successfully organised, 
two holidays a year (Spring and Autumn), mainly to European destinations. Last year we 
arranged two very enjoyable trips, a French River Cruise and a Swiss Rail Holiday. In 
2020, we have a full programme of interesting speakers and, in addition, our group will 
embark on a river cruise on the Rhine/Moselle and a holiday to Western Scotland with 
its beautiful Isles.   

Do come to our meetings and find out more! 

Contact: Jenny Peachey 01483 223656 jenny1601jp@gmail.com 

Time:  Bi-Monthly (from January)  on third Thursday of the month at 7.45pm 

Location: East Horsley Village Hall 
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U3A Monthly Meeting & Speaker 

In 2020 we will hold ten plenary meetings for Horsley U3A members and their guests .  
Members have the opportunity to have a free cup of tea or coffee, talk to friends, and 
catch up on the latest U3A and activity group news before the formal proceedings 
begin, with an address by an invited speaker chosen to be entertaining as well as 
informative. 

Time:  Fourth Wednesday each month except August and December.  Doors 
open at 09.45am; speaker's talk at 10.30am. 

Location: East Horsley Village Hall 
 

Ukulele 

Perhaps reflecting the nationwide surge in ukulele playing, the Horsley U3A Ukulele 
Group continues to grow and we now have 23 members.  It’s a great way to meet 
people, get together, play and sing songs. Many U3As have Ukulele Groups. Simply 
google ‘U3A Ukulele Groups’ and see them in action for yourself. If you have never 
played a musical instrument and always wanted to nothing could be easier than playing 
a ukulele. The instrument is cheap to buy (we have instruments to loan to get you 
going), you do NOT need to be able to read music, and you can quickly pick up the 
rudiments to join in and play along with others. 

Contact: Tony Renfrey 07768 970325 effinghamukes@outlook.com 

Time:  Alternate Tuesdays from 10am to 12 noon 

Location: Effingham Methodist Church Hall (entrance through the side gate on 
Chapel Hill off The Street) 

 

Using New Technology 

Using New Technology covers all the modern digital devices which play such a major 
role in life today. Where a strong interest is identified we aim to create a self-help 
interest group to share knowledge and expertise.  Where no suitable group exists, 
arrangements can be made for individual help.  If you are looking for some assistance, 
or can help others with computers, tablet devices, mobile phones, or smart TVs, or if 
you have an interest in learning more about them, please contact the group leader. 

Contact: Tony Heaney 01483 284347 theaney@aol.com 

Time:  Regular meeting times to suit participants 

Location: Various 
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Walking 

This Group meets monthly and undertakes country walks of 4 to 5 miles in length. 
Details of the start point and how to get there are sent out before the walk, together 
with a reminder of the starting time – usually 9.45am for a prompt start at 10am. 
Members are invited to come up with suggestions for new walks which they would then 
lead. There are no specific charges for members beyond their own travelling costs.    

Most walks are located within 30 minutes drive of the Horsleys and members are 
encouraged to car share with each other for environmental and financial reasons, not 
to mention car parking space.  

The Group has 30 members (with 16 or so walking regularly) and cannot accommodate 
more members at present. However if you would like to join a new Walking group 
please contact one of the Group Coordinators. 

Contact: Robert Taylor 01483-283209  rwtaylor9@talktalk.net 

Time:  Third Monday of each month at 10am. Check details with walk leader in 
case of last minute changes. 

Location: Outdoors 
 

Wine Appreciation 

The Wine Appreciation Group (WAG) meets for ten tastings each year, most in East 
Horsley Village Hall, but some at other venues.   Members convince themselves that 
they actually hate the stuff but, for the greater good of science and society, undertake 
to research the full range and variety of wines available, so that they know which to 
recommend and which to avoid. 

"Horsley" tasting meetings last for just under two hours, during which up to six or seven 
wines are tasted and their respective merits considered and discussed. It is customary 
for 2 members to volunteer to lead each "Horsley" tasting, having chosen and 
researched a theme in advance for selection and purchase of wine. Local wine stores 
and suppliers are also sometimes invited to lead a 'home' tasting.   

For 2020, a visit to a vineyard in Kent will be organised in May , a garden party in June, 
and a trip to France for lunch with a tutored wine tasting in September, instead of the 
usual " Horsley " tastings in those months.  

Contact: Tony Thompson 01483 282314 Tony.Thompson@withersworldwide.com 

 Valerie 
Thompson 

01483 282314 vthompson2314@gmail.com 

Time:  "'Horsley" tastings are normally on the second Tuesday of the month at 
7.30pm, except for the months of May, June, and September. 

Location: East Horsley Village Hall 
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Wine Appreciation At Home 

A relaxed and informal small group (10-12), meeting in members’ homes, to drink and 
talk about interesting wines. 

Contact: Stewart Smith 01483 283269 s.smith191@btinternet.com 

Time:  Fourth Monday of the month at 7.00pm 

Location: Members' homes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------- 
 

Thanks to the many people who have contributed content to this Directory ! 

 

We welcome feedback from our readers on the content, layout, and format of the 

Directory.  Tell us what you like and dislike – what you find useful and not so useful, easy 

to understand or not so easy to understand, and so on.  We can only improve a future 

edition if you tell us how we should improve it !  Please send your feedback to: 

Richard Deighton   treasurer@horsleyu3a.org.uk 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Principles of the U3A Movement 

The U3A movement is non-religious and non-political and has three main principles: 

The Third Age Principle 

 Membership of a U3A is open to all in their third age, which is defined not by a 
particular age but by a period in life in which full time work has ceased. 

 Members promote the values of lifelong learning and the positive attributes of 
belonging to a U3A. 

 Members should do all they can to ensure that people wanting to join a U3A can 
do so. 

The Self-Help Learning Principle 

 Members form interest groups covering as wide a range of topics and activities 
as they desire; by the members, for the members. 

 No qualifications are sought or offered. Learning is for its own sake, with 
enjoyment being the prime motive, not qualifications or awards. 

 There is no distinction between the learners and the teachers; they are all U3A 
members. 

The Mutual Aid Principle 

 Each U3A is a mutual aid organisation, operationally independent but a member 
of The Third Age Trust, which requires adherence to the guiding principles of the 
U3A movement. 

 No payments are made to members for services rendered to any U3A. 

 Each U3A is self-funded with membership subscriptions and costs kept as low as 
possible. 

 Outside financial assistance should only be sought if it does not imperil the 
integrity of the U3A movement. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The University of the Third Age (U3A) movement is a unique and exciting 

organisation that provides, through its U3As, life-enhancing and life-changing 

opportunities. Retired and semi-retired people come together and learn 

together, not for qualifications but for its own reward: the sheer joy of 

discovery !  Members share their skills and life experiences: the learners teach 

and the teachers learn, and there is no distinction between them.  The U3A 

movement is supported by its national organisation, the Third Age Trust. 

 

"U3A gave me a chance to expand my interests and learning." 

"Belonging to a U3A has taught me that it's never too late to try something new." 

“As a U3A member, time passes so quickly, you can't be bored." 

"I have been a U3A member for five years and what a godsend that has been." 

"The U3A provided me with an anchor in the bleak time after retirement." 

"U3A means I never have any spare time anymore." 

 
For more information go to www.u3a.org.uk. 

 
 

 

Published by the Horsley U3A Committee 01932 242624 secretary@horsleyu3a.org.uk 

Horsley U3A is a registered charity Number 1145957. 

 


