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Spring 2020 

www.horsleyU3A.org.uk 

Chairman’s message 

These comments are written as we are all experiencing the most challenging peacetime situation of 
our lives.   I trust that you are all keeping well and safe and managing to remain in contact with your 
families, friends and neighbours by e-mail, by video link, by telephone, or even by writing a letter. 

In view of the current difficulties we have decided to issue this Newsletter by e mail only.  We 
appreciate that many of you normally receive a hard copy but this will be extremely difficult at 
present and incur considerable postage costs. My thanks to Ian Eversden and Meryl Hayes and all 
those who have contributed articles about their recent activities. 

I am extremely pleased to let you know that our new website is up and running at 
www.horsleyU3A.org.uk.  Please take a look.  Our thanks, and indeed congratulations to Mark 
Blowers and Richard Deighton for the tremendous amount of hard work they have put in over the 
past months to complete what was a huge task and enable us to move forward following the 
withdrawal of our previous site. It is our hope and intention that Group Leaders will review and 
update their web pages and that all members feel free to comment on, or suggest improvements to, 
the new site.  

All members of the Committee have agreed to remain in post until such time as we are able to 
convene an AGM and we will keep you updated.  If any of you have need of any assistance please 
contact me on 01483 280267 and I will try to point you in the right direction if unable to help you 
myself.   Please watch out for the next of our Emergency Bulletins. 

Enjoy the summer as well as you can.  Only by following the advice we are given can we hope to 
effectively reduce the threat of viral infection in our community.  In due course things will return to 
normal and I look forward to hearing that once again we are all enjoying the benefits of U3A.  

David Lush 

Editorial Note 

This issue of the Horsley U3A Newsletter is published at a time when the world was experiencing a 
major viral pandemic.   It reports on the activities of our groups prior to the implementation of the 
government’s advice that all non-essential contact with others should stop.  From March onwards 
this meant that there were no monthly meetings and most groups stopped meeting. Just a few 
groups decided to stay in contact by e-mail and video conferencing.  Reports on the way our 
groups coped with these constraints will form the basis of our Autumn Newsletter. 

Ian Eversden 

 

http://www.horsleyu3a.org.uk
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Longer Walks 

Despite the wet and windy weather, our jolly 
band of Longer Walkers managed to get out 
for some lovely walks.  One memorable walk 
centred around Leith Hill and Friday Street.  
All went well to start with – we climbed Leith 
Hill and admired the view. We joined the 
queue for steaming mugs of hot chocolate at 
the Tower where the wild wind whipped the 
froth from the top of the drink. We then we 
set off down the trail back towards Friday 
Street and lunch at the Stephan Langton Inn. 
About 20 minutes later, Fran King called for 
Ben the dog only to discover no one had seen 
him for quite a while.  She hurried anxiously 
back along the track to discover him happily 
in the Tower eating scraps and not missing us 
one bit!  Luckily, we had no further mishaps 
on our other walks and we are all looking 
forward to resuming them as soon as it is safe 
to do so. 

Barbara Firth 

We continue to meet monthly, looking at the 
first book in a range of long-running detective 
stories.  

We also branched out recently to discuss the 
first Vera story and it's TV version.  In January, 
we had a special speaker, Professor Kevin 
West, who gave us an historical review of 
forensic pathology in fact and fiction. We are 
currently looking for other speakers, from 
time to time, so do let us know if your 
neighbour is an ex-policeman, forensic expert 
or serial killer! 

Peter West   evaluationexpert@gmail.com 

Detective Fiction 

It was a sad day when we heard of the death of Clive Smee.  Clive was 
one of a number of local people who saw the potential of a U3A being 
set up in Horsley.  He took on board the help and advice of U3A 
leaders from Bookham and Fetcham and with the help of Richard 
Deighton and others, put in place much of the constitution and the 
guidance we now rely upon. 

Following an outstanding career as a Healthcare Economist, Clive 
brought his management skills to various roles in the organisation 
including Group Support and Chairman.  He led a review of the 
opportunities and threats we faced 5 years or so after the start of our 
U3A and as a result generated a wealth of ideas about ways forward.  
He was a founder member of the Cycling Group, (along with others he 

completed the Ride 100), he started an Archery group, helped to revive the History group, founded 
the Memoir Writing group, and contributed to the Open Minds, Money Matters and Travel groups.  
Being a keen painter, he arranged for local artists to exhibit their pictures at our monthly meetings.  
What a record! 

His obituary was written up in the Guardian, the Times, and by the Nuffield Trust.  Graham Davey 
gave a moving eulogy at his Memorial Service at St Martin’s Church in January, focusing on his work 
in the community and U3A.  One of the first things he did on his retirement was to train as a CAB 
counsellor. He was chair of the Friends of Horsley Library and was keen, through the Horsley 
Neighbourhood connections scheme, to ensure that local people were helped to remain healthy, 
happy and independent.                                                                                                                                        

Ian Eversden 

Clive 

mailto:evaluationexpert@gmail.com
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Over recent months members have given presentations on: Adobe Photoshop, portrait photography 
using natural light, ISO, and The Hidden Side of Hong Kong.  Gradually we are finding that more 
members are prepared to consider giving presentations about a variety of subjects based either on 
their own photographic experiences or a subject such as the life and times of a famous 
photographer such as Robert Capa. 

Each month members also submit photographs on a different theme.  Recently the subjects chosen 
have been ‘still life’, ‘illusions’, ‘casual portraits’, and ‘drinks’.  Eddie Hyde was kind enough to offer 
some valuable advice on using available light such as a nearby window to capture a really engaging 
image.    

An outing to Bushy Park in the Autumn resulted in some stunning photos of early morning 
landscapes and rutting deer.  It was well worth getting up just a little earlier than usual to capture 
the magic we normally miss by getting up late. 

The group provides a varied programme to accommodate all types of photographer wishing to 
expand and improve their photography. Members use anything from DSLRs through to bridge, 
compact and phone cameras. 

New members are always welcome and full programme details are on our page on the U3A 
website.  During the coronavirus restrictions we are continuing to meet using Zoom video 
conferencing. 

 
 

Photography 

Heron at Bushy Park by Stephen Haines 

David Wilson   07879 817301 

davidrwilson987@gmail.com 
Cocktails by Jean Green 

The films shown recently have included All Is True, Rhapsody in Blue, The Man who never was, The Piano, 
Children Act and The Wife.  Those who know their films will realise that this is a mixture of old and 
new.  Our members make the choices and their taste is entirely individual. 

Over the last 12 months 100 different people have come to our film showings but monthly attendance 
has varied from 18 to 45, with an average of 34.  We’ve considered booking a larger room but the main 
hall is not always available when it is needed.  I’m reluctant to add any more names to the hundred 
already on the list in case we get oversubscribed!  I did wonder if there are some existing members, and 
maybe some new ones, who might prefer an afternoon showing, but am reluctant to start a second 
group myself! Any offers? 

Yes, we do serve refreshments before the film rather than having a break. It seems to work best.  
 

Film 

Margaret Faulkner  
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Rummikub 

We now have 15 members on our list and again 
it is first come first served as we have to limit 
our numbers on the evening to 12. It is a most 
enjoyable evening and we do not charge for tea 
and biscuits at the moment and we go to 
different members houses each month. 

Liz Onslow 

French Conversation 

How often have you been in France waiting to 
pay at the boulangerie or trying to book a room 
but frozen while your brain searches for words 
that you thought you knew but can’t quite bring 
to mind?   If the answer is “often” then you are 
not alone.  This just about sums up the purpose 
of the new French conversation group that has 
at its heart, the aim of improving those 
conversational skills that have always held you 
back. 
The idea started with a group of us attending a 
basic-level French brush-up class at the 
Guildford Institute. On the principle of “use it or 
lose it” we thought the notion of creating a 
bigger group to practise simple French 
conversational skills would have legs, and so it 
has proved. We are helped by the ever-
enthusiastic and patient Beryl who is a native 
French speaker and a committee member of the 
Dorking U3A.  We have now been running for a 
full year, meeting once-a- month on Monday 
afternoons.  Membership is now around 12 to 
14 people which seems about right to have fun 
and get everyone involved.  

David Foot 

Walking 

Over the past six months, our U3A Walking 
Group has enjoyed a good mixture of guided 
country walks, typically ranging between 4 and 
5 miles in length.  
In October 2019, the group explored the 
Thames lock area of Weybridge, followed in 
November by a ramble amongst the Surrey 
Hills above East Clandon and West Horsley 
with clear long-distance views of London and 
the Thames Basin. 
The year culminated in a circular route around 
the parish of Shere, followed by a tasty 
Christmas lunch in The William Bray.  With 24 
walkers this was the best supported walk of 
the year, as Pat Scripps’ photograph amply 
demonstrates.  
The group began 2020 with its now traditional 
walk around Hampton Court and Bushy Park, 
led by Ann Cook. 
A day after Hurricane Dennis had departed, our 
February walk avoided the worst of the local 
flood zones with a circumnavigation of Three 
Farms Meadows, otherwise known as the 
former Wisley airfield.  
In March the group led by Alasdair & Sandra 
McMillan and Jean Sylvester set off from 
Thursley village in a first time exploration of 
Hankley Common where we enjoyed some 
splendid spring sunshine amidst a setting of 
heath and heather. 

Robert Taylor 
 

Chr

Many of you will remember the magnificent 
display of decorated Christmas trees in St 
Martin’s Church last December.  All community 
groups, shops, charities and businesses were 
invited to submit a tree decorated in such a 
way that depicted 
their activities.   
Denise Smee 
organized the 
decoration of the 
U3A tree.  Each 
group was invited 
to design and make 
an ornament 
representing their 
group. The 
response was 
surprisingly 
good.  Most groups 
managed to create something suitable and 
many designs were very inventive indeed.  The 
picture shows Ann Masset admiring our tree.  

Christmas Tree 
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Climbing 

The Climbing Group continues to meet 
monthly and now has 6 members. We have 
now got almost everyone accredited to belay 
and have some more experienced members 
for those keen to learn or try the more 
technical routes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There is always room for beginners, looking to 
stretch a different muscle group. It has the 
advantage of being dry, a premium over the 
last few months. 
 

 For details of our meets, contact me at 
evaluationexpert@gmail.com   07831351836 

Peter West 
 

New Website 

Surrey Community announced last year that 
they were stopping their free support of 
Internet sites, of which ours is one. This would 
be on 31st March 2020. Consequently we  had 
to look at our options for a new website content 
manager after that date. 

A website requires three things: an address, its 
URL, a hosting service and a Contents 
Management System (CMS). It is the latter that 
Surrey Community are no longer going to 
support.  

So the obvious question was what were we going 
to do? Our website, with all the groups on it, 
contains quite an amount of data and we needed 
to consider what was the best platform for this 
and at the same time improving the look and 
ease of use of the website. 

There were two options open to us: Outsourcing 
the management of the website and paying 
someone to maintain it, or transferring our 
website to a different CMS. After some research 
we decided to follow the latter course feeling 
that we were capable of doing this ourselves and 
it would give us greater flexibility. 

Using a new CMS also gave us a number of 
options. The easiest option was to transfer the 
site to e-Voice which again was free, however 
there were concerns on how long this would be 
available. The other option was to use a 
commercially available CMS system of which 
there are many. Some of these are free, but have 
limitations including adverts. These can be 
upgraded at a cost giving more features and 
removing the adverts. The other option was to 
use a CMS called Joomla. This is known as an 
“open source” system. The basic system is free 
and is continuously developed through 
donations. It is a widely used system and is very 
powerful. We decided to use Joomla. 

So over a number of months we have educated 
ourselves on the system and how it works. We 
purchased some on-line training and books, 
which have been very useful. The on-line training 
also provides a support service which has helped 
in sorting some problems out. The format and 
layout of the new website was agreed using a 
standard template for Joomla. The major part of 
the development was then to transfer all the 
important and up to date data from the old 
website to the new one.  This has now been 
completed and the website is fully functional. 
Just after the beginning of April the site became 
live. It serves two purposes; to inform members 
about our activities, and as publicity.              

www.horsleyU3A.org.uk 

mailto:evaluationexpert@gmail.com
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Play Reading 

Just recently, one of our group, in an email, said, "I didn't realise that Pinter was so funny.  I always 
thought that he was very heavy."  We had just read Harold Pinter's play  “The Dumb Waiter”.   It was 
such a perceptive comment because I suspect this attitude is shared by the vast majority of the non-
theatre-going public.  Well, our group is there to inform and entertain.  We don't act (well, some of us 
do.)  We meet as a social group with coffee and biscuits to read and enjoy plays by some of our greatest 
playwrights.  We laugh, sniffle a little bit and if we have time, talk about the characters that we have just 
met.  So far we have read plays by a vast range of writers from Noel Coward, Alan Bennett, Neil Simon, 
Michael Frayn, Alan Ayckbourn, Peter Shaffer and, of course, Harold Pinter. We would love more 
members.  We meet in my house on the second Friday of each month from 10.00 until 12.00 although 
this is flexible and depends on the length of the play.  If you love theatre we would love to meet you.  

Michael Grinter     michael.achillea@talktalk.net  

Music Appreciation 

Gorka plays again          On Wednesday 26th February Gorka Plada Giron played a 

selection of very varied and demanding piano pieces to an 
appreciative audience of Horsley U3A members in the 
home of Peter Collett, leader of the Music Appreciation 
group.  Gorka is in his last year as one of the most 
talented pupils at the Yehudi Menuhin School in Stoke 
d’Abernon.  The programme started with a sparkling 
performance of the first of Beethoven’s Sonatas, Op 31 
No 3, written in 1802 at a time when he had decided to 
break away from the common sonata forms used by 
Mozart and Haydn and become more daring and 
inventive. 

Next came a piece by Cesar Franck; his Prelude Chorale and Fugue which is one of the masterpieces for 
solo piano.  It is a work in three movements in which thematic material is used in every movement, 
culminating in a magnificent fugue combining the three principal themes at once.  Written in 1884, 
when Franck was in his early 60s, the piece pays homage to Bach but also reflects his friendship with 
Franz Liszt who supported him at the beginning of his career. 

A break for tea and a sumptuous selection of biscuits and pastries provided by Anneliese Collett was 
followed by a performances of Ravel’s Gaspard De La Nuit.  Composed in 1908, the inspiration for 
Gaspard comes from Ravel’s love of fairytales and the macabre stories of Edgar Allan Poe. It is 
considered to be one of the most fearsomely difficult pieces in the pianist’s repertoire and is one of 
Ravel’s most well-known works. 

Finally came a short piece ‘Pour Irina’, by the Hungarian composer Gyogy Ligeti who is famous for 
having his music used in the Stanley Kubrick film 2001: A Space Odyssey, and then, the most challenging 
listen of all, Bela Bartok’s ‘Out of Doors’.   Written in 1926, ‘Out of Doors’ is a set of five piano solo 
pieces that were premiered by Bartok himself on Hungarian radio. It is technically difficult and is 
considered by some as the most demanding of the composers entire output. 

Gorka was planning to play this selection of pieces at the forthcoming Maria Canals International Piano 
competition in Barcelona in April.  Next year he hopes to be studying in Cologne but will be keeping in 
touch and may visit the UK from time to time. 

As usual, members contributed generously to the group’s funds which enabled Peter to give Gorka a 
small token of the group’s appreciation of his visit to Horsley and to contribute to the Menuhin School’s 
fundraising appeal. 

Peter Collett and Ian Eversden 
 

mailto:michael.achillea@talktalk.net
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Humour 

In these difficult times, humour has a very 
important role to play.  Members of our Humour 
group are treated to a steady flow of material 
from the internet distributed by our leader to 
whom every credit is due to our continued 
survival. We receive homilies, videos, and 
cartoons, all of which are selected to be tasteful! 

A recent contribution suggested that ‘to thrive in 
life you need three bones:  a wish bone, a back 
bone, and a funny bone’.  

Here are some snippets from the press you may 
have missed: 

‘James Page was training for an ultra-marathon 
and the London Marathon. Both races were 
postponed so the Sidcup runner decided to 
compete at home. He completed 26.2 miles by 
running around his back garden 873 times. He 
raised more than £3,000 for Children With 
Cancer UK during training.’ 

Sarah Walker, presenter on Radio 3 was asked 
how she was coping with the isolation?  ‘I’m OK,  
I throw the ball for my cat. He watches, while I 
chase the ball.’  

From a video downloaded from the internet: 
Men and women on were asked to divide 
themselves into two groups male and female. 
They each had the challenge of deciding whether 
computers were male or female. The men 
suggested that computers were of the female 
gender, because: 

 No one but their creator understands their 
logic 

 When computers communicate with each 
other they speak in code language that no one 
but experts can understand 

 Every mistake you make is stored on their 
hard drive for later retrieval 

 As soon as you commit to one you find that 
your available cash is committed to the 
accessories  needed. 

By contrast the ladies agreed that computers 
were male because: 

 To get their attention you have to turn them 
on! 

 They have a lot of data but cannot think for 
themselves 

 They’re supposed to solve problems but most 
of the time they are the problem  

 As soon as you commit to one you realise you 
could have got a better model  

Ian Eversden 

 

 

We currently have two groups:- Thursdays 12 
- 2.00pm and Fridays 3.00pm - 5.00pm.   

It has been very encouraging to see how the 
standard of play has improved over the last 
12 months.  The Friday group have played 
two matches during the year against 
Elmbridge U3A of which we won one and lost 
one. More matches are planned for the 
coming year.   

We are always open to starting a new group 
at your preferred time.   

If you would like to join these lively and fun 
groups please ring : 

Jeanette Rand (Thursday Group) 
07867503122 Jeanette.rand@btinternet.com  

  Pam Campbell (Friday Group) 01483 282245 
Campbell.tioga@btopenworld.com 

 

Pam Campbell 
 

Pickleball 

mailto:Jeanette.rand@btinternet.com
mailto:Campbell.tioga@btopenworld.com
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Creative Writing 

Since writing last, two more members have joined the group.  The variety of subjects we have chosen 
as themes for stories has been challenging to say the least but the results have been remarkable and 
some cases amusing. Just imagine trying to write a story about ‘Shamrock’, ‘Killing’, ‘Claim’, ‘Sport’, 
and ‘Fairy’. This month the challenge is ‘Company’. 

Imagination is the key.  You just have to let your mind wander over scenarios that have some 
connection with the subject chosen and then imagine what might have happened, who might have 
been involved, what sort of characters they were and what they might have said.   

Some U3A members will appreciate that an anthology of the group’s earlier work has been available 
via our webpage on the Horsley U3A website and now may be a good time to browse the contents.  
We are working on a second anthology and have plenty of ideas we might try as alternatives to a 
straight story. For instance one of us might start by introducing a number of characters and then pass 
the baton to a second writer who might write the opening paragraphs before passing the story to 
other writers who one by one add their slant on the unfolding story.  Maybe a challenge in which you 
would enjoy participating. If so do not hesitate to contact us.     ian.eversden@ntlworld.com 

Remember, you can if you prefer, take part on line. Although writing fiction has been our main activity 
we are also interested in ‘writing’ in its broadest sense.  So, poetry, travel pieces, memories, or other 
prose would be more than welcome.                                                                                              Ian Eversden 

The Knitting for Charity group goes from strength 
to strength.  Our members have provided many 
different charities with much needed knitted 
items.   In the last few months we have provided 
the Surrey Police with knitted trauma teddies to 
give comfort to traumatised small children (see 
picture below).  Rabbits have been sent to the 
Royal Navy and Royal Marines Children’s Fund, 
helping to comfort children whose parents are 
absent for long periods of time.  
Forget-me-not brooches, toiletry pouches and 
many other items have gone to Kingston 
Hospital.  They have now requested cannula 
covers for premature babies and we are busily in 
the process of getting a quantity to them.  As 
they are single patient use only, they need a 
great many. 
A large box of beautiful tiny baby items was sent 
off to Cherished Gowns and an enormous box of 
warm clothing and toys has been sent off to Knit 
for Peace. More blankets have been given to 
Blankets without Borders in East Horsley.   
Just before Christmas we were asked to provide 
a Christmas Tree decoration for St Martin’s 
Christmas Tree Festival.  Many of the group 
knitted baubles or tiny Christmas jumpers which 
were strung together.  

Knitting for Charity 
We meet in members’ homes on the fourth 
Monday afternoon at 2.00 p.m. to discuss 
projects, show items finished (or not, as the case 
maybe), knit, laugh, chat and eat cake with cups 
of tea.   We also help any member with any 
knitting problem they may have and give advice 
on techniques (Russian joins, mattress stitch,  
casting on or off, etc.) 
We are always happy to welcome new members 
and we are also desperately in need of more 
knitting yarn.  Please, if you have any to spare, do 
contact me.   

 

Margaret Grinter  
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Table Tennis 

Members of all our Table Tennis groups are 
enthusiastic and always try to play better than 
the week before even if they don’t always 
succeed!  Like any sport it can be mental rather 
than physical.  How you feel that day often  
determines your standard of play.  

Members partner up with a different player each 
time so that we can all enjoy a game.  This 
ensures that everybody is regularly included.  
The aim is to have a laugh and a run around and 
we are without a doubt, a friendly bunch.   The 
boys love to play a few games together but 
mostly it’s a mix in – girls and boys.    I say girls 
and boys as we all feel like children having a fun 
time in the playground! 

The highlight of the afternoon for some players is 
stopping for a cup of tea and some chocolate 
biscuits.  Play tends to rapidly go downhill 
thereafter, which is no doubt due to too much 
chatting over tea.  At the end of the term we 
have a tea party with players bringing in a plate 
to share (shop bought or home -made). 

We all have a say in how the sessions should be 
run and ideas are always welcomed.   During 
2019, U3A kindly purchased an indoor Cornilleau 
table for the table tennis groups to share, this 
was enthusiastically received by all!  We are 
hoping to purchase another table during 2020. 

Coaching is organized with a professional coach 
when players ask questions such as ‘how does he 
do that?’ or ‘why can I never get his service 
back?’   

Thereafter play does improve a little but . . . 

Do join one of our groups.  It really is a lot of fun. 

Viv Markley 

Running a group does have its funny side! 
The Friday afternoon group continues to run 
well with very little input needed from me as 
organiser.  However, the other afternoon one 
of our members left early and within a short 
time came running back.  
“Roger I cannot open my car. The key just will 
not work and Gill said you would know how 
to get in!” 
Ah! One’s leadership skills required are 
endless!  A maiden in distress, I mounted my 
charger and galloped to the car park.  I was 
given the key but just in case they might not 
have tried them all - well you never know - I 
tried each door and boot, yes they were 
locked!  Next I tried the key. No luck on the 
remote button, so into the lock with key. It 
would not turn.  Once again I tried all the 
doors - just in case - but no, the car remained 
resolutely locked. 
As casually as I could and ready to duck from 
the reply, I asked, “I suppose this is your 
key?” 
“Yes, of course it’s my key. There’s my front 
door key on the ring.  My spare key is in my 
bag in the back of the car.” 
Following the reply to my previous question, I 
am now thinking, the next question is not 
worth asking! So I take a casual look in the 
car to see if the bag is there, beginning to 
wonder if it is even the right car. 
“Is that your bag of goods on the back seat?” 
I ask. 
A semi-indignant “No! that’s not my bag” - 
the suggestion being - “who put that there in 
my car?” 
Then it dawned, the face was covered with a 
hand to mouth, a cry of ohhhhh!! The 
question I dared not ask was answered, it 
wasn't her car! 
We had been trying to break into someone 
else's car.  After we had fallen about laughing 
and avoided arrest for attempted car theft, 
she left in her own car! 
My laughter continued until I got back to the 
table tennis room. Well, I had to share it with 
the other members didn't I! 

Roger Gardiner  

Table Tennis 2 
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Monday Morning Table Tennis 

This is the newest (and smallest) group, meeting in the Main Hall at EHVH from 10-12 on Mondays. 
Contrary to popular belief, we don’t actually spend too much of our time chasing the balls around the 
room! Having the extra space is great, and the ceiling height gives us scope to still get the very high shots 
on the table, or not ... 

We play right through, each of us breaking off to make a cup of coffee or tea when we want one. It works 
pretty well, enabling those who want to play a bit more to do so. Bringing our own mugs, it also means 
there’s no big washing up job! 

I have set up a Whatsapp group for those of us who want to keep in touch and share stuff  - hilarious, 
uplifting, heartwarming, but admittedly mostly pretty daft. At the moment we’re all particularly enjoying 
the daily offerings from the most enthusiastic (or bored?!) members of the group, who should perhaps 
remain nameless here!   

If you’re thinking of having a go at table tennis, do get in touch with me and join us for a trial session 
when we restart. We’re a very friendly bunch, have great fun together, and could do with a couple more 
members! 

Verity Walsgrove 

2019 ended on a sad note for the History Group, with the death of Clive Smee, our Chairman. We owe 

grateful thanks to Clive, and David Williams for guiding the revival of the U3A History Group since 2015.  

Clive invited myself and Graham to be part of the committee, and we were later joined by Mark Blowers. 

Clive was a splendid Chairman, ensuring that programmes included an appealing variety of topics and 

historical themes, and this legacy remains. He also established a pattern of shorter talks by members on a 

chosen theme, and this has continued: such sessions are important in encouraging active participation.   

At the outset programmes included a number 

of external speakers as well as offerings from 

members, which proved interesting and 

stimulating, but there is now such enthusiasm 

from members of the group to research and 

present, that we even have offerings for 2021.  

The aim will always be to appeal to as many 

historical interests as possible: last year’s 

topics ranged from Royal Residents of 

Guildford Castle and Explorers of the Desert, 

to Stalin’s Youth and Michelangelo. The January 2020 offering was Mark Blowers unravelling  Military 

Uniforms, and February saw Bob Spackman exploring Emma Hamilton – well, not literally. The rest of this 

year will follow the same pattern: three members will work together on the theme of Popular Uprisings, 

and other short talks are planned. Members will expound upon aspects of local history, and other 

subjects such as The Great Exhibition of 1851; Churchill’s Most Agonising Decisions; the Three Richards 

and The Bayeux Tapestry.  

Members have been faithful and enthusiastic in attendance – and active – as the attached re-enactment 

of a battle shows, this was connected with Mark’s Military Uniform talk: Sealed Knot, look to your laurels!   

June Davey  

History 
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Swiss Classic Rail Tour  

On 20 September 2019, after an uneventful coach trip to Heathrow, twenty intrepid U3A travellers 
flew with British Airways to Zurich to start our adventure. Once there, we travelled largely 
everywhere by train, efficiently and comfortably in First Class! Our tour was a three-centre holiday 
and we stayed in three different hotels in Lucerne (lakeside setting), St. Moritz (stylish resort) and 
Zermatt (Matterhorn Village). In total, we had seven rail journeys and two cruises before our return 
flight. Our guide was David Morgan representing    Inghams. 

Our first hotel was the Wilden Mann – an old and rambling edifice and we had a walking tour of 
Lucerne. The city’s most famous landmark and the oldest bridge in Europe, is Chapel Bridge a long, 
wooden, flower festooned, covered structure, diagonally spanning the River Reuss. Another of the 
striking features of Lucerne’s old town is the many buildings with beautiful painted facades. Other 
points of particular tourist interest were: the Lion Monument, carved directly into the cliff face and 
commemorating the Swiss Guards who were massacred in the French Revolution; the church of St 
Leodegar, patron saint of Lucerne and the Jesuit Church. Some of our group also took an optional, 
short scenic cruise on the lake in the afternoon. 

After two nights in Lucerne, we moved on to St Moritz via a beautiful old paddle steamer and a three 
and a half hour train journey. Our Hotel here was Schweitzehof and from here we set off aboard the 
Bernina Express, with its panoramic windows, to Tirano in Italy along a winding mountain route 
protected by UNESCO for its natural beauty. Sadly, the weather and visibility was poor on our 
outward journey but it had improved by the time we reached Tirano. The return journey in the 
sunshine was spectacular and complete with a fresh dusting of snow! 

The following day we left St Moritz and travelled to Zermatt on the Glacier Express.  This took a large 
part of the day and we had dinner served aboard the train. The Glacier Express uses a cog system 
between the rails, to enable the train to operate on the steep gradients. It is a world famous and 
much lauded journey, which resulted in large quantities of photographs and oohs and aahhs! You 
may have seen a recent television broadcast The World’s Most Scenic Railway Journey. 

Zermatt lies at the foot of the Matterhorn, probably the world’s most famous and easily recognised 
mountain, apart from Everest. Our hotel was the Park Hotel, luxurious and comfortable with great 
views of the famous mountain - cloud allowing! The village is a car-free zone, but is awash with 
electric buggies and bicycles so one had to stay alert! The oldest part of the village incorporates 
some very old and historic wooden buildings.  

On Wednesday another cog rail journey was planned, this time from Zermatt at 5,000 feet, up to 
Gornergrat and its glacier, at over 10,000 feet above sea-level. More breath-taking views (and 
photos) followed by a cold and brisk walk down-hill and a picnic lunch for some of the hardy types, 
before the train ride back down to Zermatt. The next day we had free-time and members of the 

group pursued a number of activities from visiting the museums, the shops, other tourist points of 

interest and walking. 

On Friday we had to rise early and pack our cases for them to be 
transported to the airport. We ourselves, left later and took two trains 
to Zurich. Our flight back was with a different airline, courtesy of the 
BA strike and the coach pick up at Heathrow was therefore a little 
confused! However, we arrived back safely, had a wonderful time and 
we are very grateful to Malcolm Bond for organising the trip! 

Jenny Peachey 
 

Travel 
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Explore London Walks 

We now have 3 groups that meet each month 
to explore parts of London. Along with many 
other groups their activities ceased as soon as 
Covid-19 restrictions set in for everyone.    

The new Thursday group which already has 18 
members, started with a walk to the Waterloo, 
Southwark, and London Bridge area.  Fran King 
reports that since then the group has explored 
the Inns of Court, the western end of the City, 
part of Docklands, Hampstead, the towpath 
along the Grand Union from Kings Cross 
westwards, some of Kensington, Greenwich and 
the Thames Path from Kew to Richmond Lock 
along the south bank and back along the north 
bank of the Thames. Enquiries to join this group 
should be forwarded to Frances King. 

The longer established Thursday group which 
meets on the 4th Thursday each month 
continues to flourish with a full and varied 
programme of walks in and around London. In 
January they had their annual lunch at “The 
Onslow Arms” which was attended by 31 
people.  In February the walk was in the 
Greenwich area, encompassing the famous 
covered market, the National Maritime Museum 
and the Royal Naval College.  The attached 
photograph was taken in the recently renovated 
“Painted Hall” at the College, now ranked as 
one of London’s top attractions. 

Walks planned for later this year include the 
Regents Canal, the Millbank area and the South 
Bank.   Anyone interested in joining the Group 

should contact David Harrison on 01483 
280260 

The Tuesday group which meets on the 1st 
Tuesday each month had their annual lunch at 
La Meridiana when 21 members attended. This 
lunch had the dubious privilege of being one of 
the last opportunities to meet at La Meridiana 
before it closed. As most will know, it has now 
reopened under new management and we 
trust it will still be functioning in 2021.  The 
February walk took place in South Kensington. 
After wandering around Albertopolis 
(Exhibition Road) the walk took in the Royal 
Albert Hall, the Albert Memorial and then 
through Kensington Gardens to the Greek 
Orthodox Cathedral in Bayswater. 

In March, the walk started near Tower Hill and 
explored eastwards through the former 
docklands and warehousing district ending in 
Wapping for lunch at the famous Prospect of 
Whitby. After lunch the walk continued past 
Shadwell Basin, Wapping Woods and the Parish 
Church of St. Peter’s (Oxford Movement) and 
thence via the Overground to connect with the 
rail journey home. 

All the groups look forward to resuming their 
explorations as soon as the current restrictions 
are lifted. 
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Teaching art, if using coloured pencils, may be 
divided into two main parts, the first being to 
ensure that everyone has the right equipment.  
The amazing wax-based coloured pencils that 
carry the pure artist’s pigments come in a 
wonderful array of colours. Because they are 
transparent, by placing one colour on top of 
another, a myriad of new colours can be 
created. 
The special paper used is coated in Kaolin, this 
is then run through hot rollers to provide a 
hard, smooth surface upon which to ‘paint’ – 
(‘Painting with Pencils’ is the preferred term) 
This ‘Hot-Press’ paper is ideal for the needle-
sharp points needed on the pencils, ensuring 
that very little pressure is required to gently 
build up the depth of colour.  
The second feature of painting with pencils, is 
observation, really looking at the object to be 
painted, whether this be fruit, flower or objet 
d’art as in still life. Also, perspective is 
important when producing a three-
dimensional painting. 
The coloured pencils may also be used for the 
more difficult art of portraiture – the beauty 
being that, unlike many other mediums, these 
wax-based coloured pencils are impervious to 
water. This allows both sitter and artist to relax 
and have a break – on returning to the portrait 
– nothing has changed and artwork can be 
resumed! Perfect!  

Jill Richardson-Jones 

Teaching Coloured Pencil Art 

We were fortunate to be able to have one visit 
in February when a group of twenty went to 
Timber Hill in Chobham which is a 16 acre 
garden with some beautiful snowdrops and 
masses of crocuses.  Also some early camellias 
which were quite stunning.  We were watching 
the weather carefully in the run up to the day 
as there had been rather too much rain and it 
was touch and go whether we would be able to 
visit but on the day we had blue skies, sunshine 
and no rain all the while we were there and the 
clouds just started to gather as we were 
leaving. 

It felt so good to be out on a February morning 
and the garden gave us the opportunity for a 
good winter walk in beautiful 
surroundings.  After which we went into their 
beautifully constructed Surrey Barn with a 
roaring fire for coffee and some delicious home 
made biscuits.  Everyone looked so settled and 
warm, there was reluctance to leave but all 
said they had had an interesting morning and 

appreciated being able get out. 

Where can life feel better than in a beautiful 
garden, soaking up nature and enjoying the 
benefits of other’s labours. 

Sadly we were not able to make the visit on 
24th March due to Coronavirus.  This was to be 
a visit to a really lovely 7 acre garden in Reigate 
brimming with special daffodils and masses of 
hellebores and an interesting folly that the 
owner himself built and on the day we were 
due to go,  the weather was fantastic and in the 

garden owner’s words the garden was looking 
stupendous!                                                              

Garden Visits 

We will hopefully move this visit on 12 months 
and hope to repeat the good weather and 
stupendous garden - just a pleasure postponed. 

Gayle Leader 
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Back in October last year, (it seems a long 
time ago now), 13 of us visited the Mary Rose 
Museum in Portsmouth. As we arrived there 
was a major storm but luckily it stopped in 
time for us to make the coffee shop!  After 
coffee we joined our guide for a ‘highlights’ 
tour of the museum and the remains of the 
Mary Rose, now fully stabilised. This museum 
is to be recommended and you can also visit 
other parts of Portsmouth Dockyard at an 
additional cost. 

On Friday 6th December, 15 of us drove to 
the Mid-Hants Railway for a Christmas Dinner 
on their Steam Train service. We met for 
coffee and then joined the train for a 3 course 
lunch while the train travelled to Medstead 
and back to Arlesford 3 times! 

Just before Christmas we met at Horsley 
Methodist church for a short DVD on the 
history of the Geevor Tin Mine The mine 
worked from 1911 until 1986 when the 
collapse of tin prices caused closure due to 
lack of government support. However in 1993 
it opened as a Heritage Centre and is well 
worth a visit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In February we met for a fascinating meeting 
about the BP Miller Oil Platform in the North 
Sea. John Franklin, who was responsible for 
the team that designed and built the ‘jacket’ 
gave a brief introduction and the Q&A that 
followed a DVD was particularly interesting.  
In the audience were two ex-BP people and 
somebody who dealt with ‘flare towers’ an 
integral part of the rig. 

Tony Sampson 

Tony Sampson  

Transport & Industrial Archaeology 

Effingham Ukes Help Set New World Record! 

The Effingham Ukes (AKA the Horsley U3A 
Ukulele Group) continues to go from strength 
to strength and we now have 25 members, 
with new members joining us every term - we 
welcomed a further three new members in 
the Autumn term and two more joined us in 
February 2020.  Basic tuition is provided if 
required and you will quickly pick up the 
rudiments to be able to join in and play along 
with the others.  We even have instruments 
you can borrow to start you off. 

Reflecting our growing abilities, we 
performed twice for the Connect Group in 
2019 and three members from the group 
participated in the successful Ukulele Santa 
world record attempt in Aldershot at the end 
of November when over 150 ukulele players 
braved the cold to perform 10 consecutive 
Christmas songs.  We will perform again for 
the Connect group at the end of April (they 
are suckers for punishment!) and have been 
asked to perform at the Bookham Talking 
Newspaper AGM in June.  NB These events 
were planned before the onset of the 
Coronavirus epidemic so have now been 
cancelled .  

We normally meet in the Effingham 
Methodist Church Hall on Tuesday mornings 
from 10 am to 12 noon and at various times 
during the Summer but at the moment all 
meetings are on hold.   

If you would like to hear more then please 
contact me  

Tony Renfrey 07768 970325  

effinghamukes@outlook.com  

Ukulele 

mailto:effinghamukes@outlook.com
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We set ourselves up in January 2018 with 
the aim to be a relaxed and informal small 
group (10-12), meeting in members’ 
homes, to drink and talk about interesting 
wines. 

We have five wines to taste in a blind 
tasting. Our members try to guess the 
grape variety, country of origin and price.  
The bottles are covered in “hoods” so the 
members have no clues as to what they 
are. The bottles are unveiled after tasting 
and members can see how near the mark 
they are with their guesses. 

So far in 2020, we have had the themes of 
“Winter Warmers” (wines with high 
alcohol content ~ 14%) and “Malbec 
around the world” (These are wines from 
Europe, South America, Australia and New 
Zealand made with Malbec grapes). 

Our plans for the rest of 2020 included 
“Wines of Campania”, “Wines of the 
Loire”, “Wines of Chile” and our ever 
popular “Wines of Summer”. This is held 
out of doors (weather permitting) and 
consists of refreshing summer wines – 
crisp whites, delicate rosés and chilled 
reds. 

We meet on the fourth Monday and are 
keen to restart once the coronavirus lock-
down has ended. 

New members are always welcome. Please 
email me on s.smith191@btinternet.com 
to get on the invitation list. 

Stuart Smith 

Wine at Home 

Our winter programme has included talks and 
interactive sessions. Tony Jones gave a 
fascinating illustrated talk about the history 
of Vauxhall Gardens. Initially known as a 
pleasure garden, it was a leading 
entertainment venue from the 17th to 19th 
century, and mentioned in Samuel Pepys’ 
diaries, Thackeray’s Vanity Fair, and by 
Charles Dickens. 

Another popular talk, by David Williams was 
about artefacts that hold memories. He gave 
numerous examples, such as a special 
greeting card, a pebble from a distant 
destination, and ‘treasure’ you may have dug 
up unexpectedly. These items have no 
material value, but we have collected them 
because of the memories they evoke. We 
hope to follow up David’s talk with an 
interactive session for members to bring 
some of their special mementoes.  

Our other interactive meeting was a New 
Year Quiz with, of course, an Antiques and 
Collectables theme. This generated lively 
discussion and amusement about some of 
the questions and answers and nobody won a 
prize!  We look forward to resuming our 
group when normality returns. 

Joy Davis 

Antiques & Collectables 

Scrabble Club 2 continues as a fun and interesting 2 hours on alternate Thursdays from 2.00pm ‘til 
4.00pm.  We have a friendly and knowledgeable group of 12 ladies, who are always learning new and 
surprising words to place on the board. 

A good friendship has developed over the months and we continue to meet at each other’s houses 
and the hostess of the venue produces tea and biscuits before the two hour session ends.                                                     

Angela Watney 
 

Scrabble 
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Two teams of four play against each other using 
two stones per player and playing in turn. All 
players in the team are involved in every stone 
played, taking turns to deliver the stone, to 
sweep (two players) or as "Skip", who guides the 
delivery and tells the sweepers when to sweep. 
Sweeping can help to keep a stone on the right 
trajectory and make it go further than it 
otherwise would have done.  

Well, the whole thing is easier said than done.  By 
the end of our two hour session I was just 
beginning to get the hang of getting the stone to 
stop somewhere near the target.  Nevertheless 
the whole morning was great fun and as with all 
sports we all realised that more practice would 
be needed to achieve any measure of reasonable 
performance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then to lunch. Having, on an earlier occasion, 
visited the Elephants Head, Bob decided to try 
the  Black Horse in Pembury. This too was a great 
success. Just a short distance away from Fenton’s 
by car we tried to remember what dishes we had 
ordered in advance. The food was very tasty, 
there was plenty of it and it was very reasonably 
priced.  The only trouble arose when Bob came 
to square up with the staff. Apparently we had 
paid for all the main courses, but not paid for 
three puddings. I never found out if Bob had to 
bail us out but I hope he received the extra funds 
needed otherwise we will need to treat him to a 
free meal next time.  A thoroughly enjoyable 
outing, all due to the organising skills of Bob 
Spackman. 

Ian Eversden 

Curling 

 Following a very successful visit to Fenton’s Ice 
rink near Tunbridge Wells last Spring, Bob 
Spackman decided to organise a second visit to 
England’s only rink dedicated to curling.  Like 
many of us I had watched Britain’s success in 
the Winter Olympics but never imagined I 
would have the opportunity to try out the sport 
for myself. Surely it cannot be that difficult? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the journey to Pembury which takes just 
over an hour we were first introduced to the art 
of Curling by an expert who gave a short talk 
about the basics.  You wear special shoes and 
you wear warm clothing. You are after all in a 
large ice filled barn out in the wilds of Kent.  

You must not ever lift the stones. They weigh 
20Kgs.  Underneath they are not flat but are 
dished with a narrow band of polished granite.  

The ice is carefully prepared by sprinkling water 
on the surface which freezes to form a mosaic 
of small ice pimples on which the stone slides.   

At each end of the 150 ft curling sheet (as it is 
called) there is, embedded in the ice, a 12’ 
diameter blue ring target with a red bull’s eye 
centre. The aim is to send your stone towards 
the target in the hope that it will a) travel in the 
right direction and b) come to a halt 
somewhere within the target zone.   

By twisting the handle to the left or right it is 
possible to make the stone spin slowly as it 
travels down the ice thus making it ‘curl’ as it 
travels towards its target, but this a skill that is 
definitely for the experts. 
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Theatre Outings 

On the 5th March we had a very successful 
trip to London yesterday to see Tom 
Stoppard’s new play Leopoldstadt.  Sadly, we 
were minus 10 people due to the 
coronavirus which made some members 
cautious about being in confined spaces such 
as our coach and the theatre auditorium.  I 
must say however that those of us who 
braved the outing were fortunate enough to 
witness a great sensitive and emotional play 
which has received some excellent reviews. 
Our biggest problem was rain, traffic and 
floods but our driver was patient and very 
safe. 
Tickets for the Chichester production of 
South Pacific in August sold out within 24 
hours. Many people delivered their cheques 
by hand to make sure they got on the trip. 
The first one arrived at 8.00am the following 
morning!    I am sorry for those farther afield 
but we do say first come first served and I 
have to stand by that. I run a waiting list and 
maybe there could be a chance nearer the 
time if people drop out for whatever reason. 

Liz Onslow 

Sadly like all other meetings, we had to cancel 
our last meeting. Ironically, we were due to dis-
cuss “Health and Well-being”!  Among the lines 
of discussion we hoped to consider how much 
our happiness is related to personal friendship 
and contacts and human support. The previous 
month’s discussion was about Optimism and 
Pessimism (we mostly felt realistically optimis-
tic): maybe a few months of social isolation will 
put our conclusions to the test! 

In October 2019 John Stone came to talk to us 
about his work as an administrator at the Treloar 
School in Alton which caters for severely handi-
capped young people. 

Among other subjects covered over recent 
months have been ‘chaos and uncertainty’ - a 
reflection on the Brexit saga, ‘our childhood ex-
periences and the influence they had on later 
life’, and ‘the value of discussion’. 

We seldom manage to put the world to rights, 
but we can’t be accused of not being topical! Our 
meetings are very relaxed and we try to find a 
whole range of subjects so that everyone can 
join in with confidence. 

Mandy Newman 

Open Minds - discussion 

One of the subjects featured in the Surrey Network U3A Study 

Day in October 2019 was ‘Public Discourse’. Two talks were 

presented by non other than Evan Davis, the BBC journalist who 

now presents the late afternoon programme, PM on Radio4. 

Evan’s parents are U3A members. It was due to this connection 

that organisers of the Study Days were able to secure Davis as a 

speaker. Of particular interest was his analysis of the ‘Brexit 

Bus’. The intention was clearly to bring home to the voting 

public the enormous sum of money that was being paid to the 

EU and how it could be put to better use. The sum of money displayed was not intended to be accurate. 

What was important was that the subject was kept at the forefront of the news for the period prior to 

the referendum. This was just one example of the way politicians have learned to manipulate public 

opinion.  His appearance at the Study Day was featured in the November issue of the National U3A 

Newsletter.  Along with many other U3A events and meetings the programme of Menuhin Hall Study 

Days planned for this year is on hold.  Most of those planned have been postponed..                             

More details can be found on https://u3asites.org.uk/surreyu3anetwork/events   Ian Eversden       

Menuhin Hall Study Days 


